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 For unto us a Child is born,Unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder and His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah chapter 9 verses 6-7) 

Important Dates 
 

3 December                                   Carpe Diem Showcase 

4 December         Years 3-11 St Johns Eucharist Service  

6 December                  Years 6-11 Big Buzz Activity Day 

9 December                             K-5 End of Year Excursion 

9 December                                K-11 Presentation Night 

9 December                                          Term 4 Concludes 

28 January                               Term 1 2020 Commences 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
 
As the year comes to an end we are finalising alloca-
tions and staffing for 2020 and preparing the school for 
an additional 40 students at the beginning of the year.  
Our four new modular classrooms for Years 1-4 are 
almost complete, with withdrawal and wet areas and 
separate toilets for the younger years.  The K-2 Play-
ground next year will be used exclusively for Pre K 
(Prep) and for our two Kindergarten classes with a 
separate new play area for Years 1 and  2. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I can announce that I have 
appointed Mr Eamonn Lawless as the Head of Senior 
School from 2020. He will be directly responsible for 
the management and day to day running of the Sec-
ondary school. 
 
Mr Andrew Diessel, our IT Coordinator and Maths/IT 
Teacher is leaving us after eleven years at MVAC.  He 
is taking a promotion to Head of STEM at Central West 
Leadership Academy at Dubbo.  We wish him all the 
best for the future and will certainly miss his enthusi-
asm and diligent approach to all he has done over the 
years at MVAC. 
 
Reports 
School reports will be available through Parent Lounge 
after Presentation Night.  Please contact the office if 
you require your login details for Parent Lounge. 
 
First Day for Students 
The first day for all students Kindergarten to Year 12 is 
Tuesday 28 January 2020. The day commences as 
usual at 9:00am and all students are asked to assem-
ble in the assembly area at 8:55am, the exception be-
ing Kindergarten students. Parents are requested to 
bring their child directly to the Kindergarten rooms for 
the start of the school day where they will be greeted 
by their teachers. 
 
Primary School Teacher Allocation 
For the new school year there has been some change 
to class teachers. We welcome Mr Marcus Walker  

from Bishop Tyrell Anglican College to the Primary 
school. 
 

I will write to all parents in the New Year to convey in-
formation needed to be ready for the start of the new 
year.   
 

I look forward to seeing you all at our Presentation 
Night on Monday 9 December at 5.30pm at Club Taree 
and wish you all a relaxed and happy holiday and all 
the blessings and joy of Christmas. 
 

Mrs Sandra Langford, Principal 



 

 

PRESENTATION NIGHT: The 2019 School year will culminate with Presentation Night which will again be 
held at Club Taree on Monday 9 December commencing at 5.30pm. All students are to be seated in their class 
group in the auditorium by 5.15pm, in preparation for a 5.30pm start. Students are to be in FULL summer uniform. 
To assist with having a clean uniform, students may wear their sports uniform to school on the Monday to ensure 
their uniform is clean for Presentation Night. Following several short presentations, awards will be presented to stu-
dents in each year group, then the major awards for the entire school. To commemorate the completion of their first 
year of school, all of Kindergarten students will be presented to the school and receive a prize for graduating Kinder-
garten. 
 
The School Year Book “The Phoenix “will be available for purchasing on Presentation Night for $15.00 
 
As we are expecting all students to be in attendance there will be no emails indicating whether your child is receiv-
ing an award. This is a wonderful way to finish the year and a great celebration of the achievements of our students. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
  
REPORTS: Staff have been busy for the last few weeks compiling reports. In the busy end of year, the time 

of exams and reports, please remember to ask your child if their results this year reflect their effort and whether they 

are putting in their best, not what they got. Their reflection on their efforts will often be more enlightening than the 

number. 

Our church is now in the season of Advent, a period that encourages us to reflect on our lives and our relationship 

with God as we approach Christmas. Self-reflection is a good skill to cultivate – to take stock and to look ahead with 

a view to personal growth. Christmas is a good time to reflect on what God has done for us, by coming into our 

world as one of us in Jesus, sharing our lives and restoring relationships with God by his death and resurrection. I 

pray that our families will have a joyful Christmas and a safe holiday period. 

Best wishes. 

Mr Andrew Jones, Deputy Principal 

2020 CAMPS 

The new school year will be off to a flying start with Year 7 and 8 heading down to Aussie Bush Camp in Week 3, 12

-14 February. It will be a welcome introduction and time to mingle with some new faces for all of the Year 7 students. 

Year 8 will no doubt be able to pass on valuable tips as seasoned veterans of high school. A note regarding the finer 

details, along with medical form will be sent home before the end of term. We will also make sure that it is emailed 

home with reminders in the new year. 

 

Year 9 and 10 will be the first group of students to attend the inaugural Gold Coast school camp. The camp will be in 

Week 8 of Term 1. We will be taking in the sights and scenes of energetic Cavill Ave, followed by the scenic beauty 

of the Gold Coast Hinterland and finish off with some fun at Movie World. Paperwork and relevant information will 

follow early next year. 

 

THE YEAR THAT WAS 

Thank you to all of the staff, students and wider community who have made so many grand contributions to the Col-

lege in 2019. Whether it was on camps, in school fundraising activities or supporting into what we offer here in the 

Secondary school, without this we would have not added our little touch to the history of the College. 

 

A reminder that Years 6-11 will be attending the Big Buzz on Friday 6 December.  All permission notes must be 

completed on Skoolbag and payment made to the College office by Monday 2 December. 

 

I wish all of the families at the College a very safe and joyful Christmas surrounded by many family and friends. 
 

Merry Christmas. 

 

Mr Eamonn Lawless, Director of Student Welfare  



 

 

With the conclusion of the school year rapidly approaching, it is important to reflect upon the recent experiences 
and achievements of our wonderful students, and the incredible supportive school community we are all fortunate to 
be a part of.  

It has been an extremely bust fortnight for many of our students, with the Teddy Bears’ Picnic for our 2020 Kinder-
garten students, Primary End or Term 4 Awards Assembly, Primary Leadership Assembly, and Year 6 Graduation 
all taking place. I was exceedingly impressed by the efforts of our students during all of these events, and it was 
great to catch up with so many parents and carers.  

Last week’s Teddy Bears’ Picnic was the final orientation session for our 2020 Kindergarten students. Having now 
spent a number of sessions getting to know their teachers and classmates, these students are now surely looking 
forward to the beginning of their MVAC journeys.  

Another group of students who will be beginning their MVAC journeys in 2020 will be our foundation Pre-Kindy 
class. I have thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to meet many of our Pre-Kindy students who are all looking 
forward to what is sure to be an exciting year. Next Thursday, these students will have the opportunity to spend time 
getting to know their teacher and each other during the Pre-Kindy Play Session. 

In Primary, we aim to develop a culture of praise, encouragement and high expectations, where respectful, respon-
sible learners work to improve all areas of their school life, as individuals, and as members of their class, 
House Group and school. We reinforce effort, achievement and positive behaviour and help our students feel good 
about themselves through a points-based system of awarding the individual and their house group. It was therefore 
pleasing to be able to present badges and certificates of respect, responsibility and learning, and to announce and 
present an impressive cohort of freshly-minted Bronze Merit students at this week’s assembly.  

Tuesday’s Primary Leadership Assembly provided candidates with the opportunity to present their cases for Prima-
ry Captaincy and Vice-Captaincy in 2020. The announcement of these roles will be made at the College’s Presenta-
tion Evening on Monday 9 December. Congratulations not only to the students who presented during the leadership 
assembly, but to all of the Year 5 students who engaged in the process. The Primary student leadership team will 
be completed early next year when our House Captains are elected. 

Wednesday was a big day for the Year 6 students, with their graduation ceremony and celebration taking place. An 
emotional ceremony was followed by a delicious morning tea, allowing the students, parents, carers and staff to 
reflect and swap stories about this amazing group of students. That evening, an eventful day was capped off with 
the graduation dinner and disco.  An enormous thank you to the herculean efforts of the Primary staff who really 
went above and beyond to make the day so special for our graduating students. 

Next week, members of the Primary SRC will engage in community outreach work as they make the trek over to 
Bishop Tyrrell Place (BTP), hoping to avenge a number of crushing Wii Tennis and board game defeats suffered by 
previous SRC members at the hands of some incredibly determined residents. Results aside, previous SRC outings 
have proven to be incredibly rewarding for the students and the residents, and I look forward to continuing to 
strengthen the College’s relationship with BTP in 2020. 

2019 has been a busy yet incredibly rewarding year for the College community. At MVAC we are blessed to have 
an amazing group of students who are incredibly well supported by a dedicated staff, and active parents and carers. 
I would like to wish all members of the College community a safe and happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing 
you all in what is sure to be a spectacular 2020. 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Head of Primary 



 

 



 

 

The last few weeks have been somewhat chaotic with the fires in our local region.  I would like to especially thank the 

Reverend Nate Atkinson of Scone Grammar School, the Reverend Brian Ford of the Anglican Parish of Wingham, 

Father Peter Tinney of the Anglican Parish of Taree and Mr Alan Green the CEO of the Newcastle Anglican Schools 

Corporation for being on site at MVAC on Monday 18 November to offer pastoral support to students who were dis-

tressed by the events of the last week. The Reverend Matt Shorten of Lakes Grammar-An Anglican School and the 

Reverend Richard Loh of Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College have also been in touch assuring us of their ongoing pray-

ers for the MVAC community.  It is at moments like this we are especially grateful for the support we have received 

from our Diocesan family. 

Special thanks are also offered to Mrs Bean, Harmony, Zade and Sapphire Bean (who 

met the Prime Minister and the Premier) for joining with Fr Peter & Fiona Tinney and 

other parishioners to work at the Evacuation Centre based at Club Taree . I was particu-

larly heartened, during the time I worked there, to see so many members of the local 

community streaming in with gifts of clothing, shoes, toiletries etc. for the evacuees.  

Congratulations are warmly extended to those students who received the sacrament of 

Confirmation at the 9am Eucharist in Saint John’s Anglican Church in Taree on Sunday 

11 November or at the 5:30pm Eucharist in Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church in Wing-

ham on Friday 15 November. We pray God’s blessing upon, (in alphabetical order), 

Harmony Bean, Sapphire Bean, Zade Bean, Jordan Brown, Leilani Bussey, Maddison 

Bussey,  Annika Doolan, Logan Doolan, Mia Hudson, Trenton Jones, Bella Kington and 

Olivia Walmsley as they live out the promises made in their Confirmation vows. We are 

mindful too of those students who were unable to make their Confirmation due to road closures caused by the fires 

and assure them and their families that the opportunity to do so will be offered again next year.  

With prayerful best wishes. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain  



 

 

You are invited to attend the MVAC Carpe Diem Showcase on Tuesday 3 December 5:30 - 6:30pm in the MVAC 

Hall. 

During the Showcase from 5:30pm to 6:30pm, the students of the Carpe Diem program will be sharing what they 

have been learning about: 

 Digging Into Logic (Years 3 and 4) 

 Thinking With Rich Concepts (Years 5 to 10) 

 

At the Showcase, students in Years 3 and 4 have prepared a challenge for you to try on the night. The individual 

challenges will be to “dig into the information and find out who did what?”. 

Also at the Showcase, students in Years 5 to 10 will be leading small group discussions about each of the 12 Rich 

Concepts which have been the focus of our lessons during Terms 3 and 4.  

Your goal is to see if you can solve one of the Digging Into Logic challenges and to participate in at least two of the 

philosophy discussions on any of the following Rich Concepts: 

 

 

 

 

 

See you on Tuesday 3
 
December 2019. 

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 

Happiness Boredom Life 

Identity Choice Education 

Belonging Ownership Thinking 

Change Values Proof 



 

 

 

It is almost unbelievable that I am writing the last Primary sport report for 2019.  

What an amazing sporting year we have had! 

We started the year with the swimming carnival, where we had many PB’s and several students only seconds off 

qualifying for CIS level. Next year our swimming carnival will be held on the second Friday back at school, 7 Febru-

ary. Starting Week 3 of Term 1, MVAC will be offering a training squad. The squad will be available for all students 

who qualify for HRIS until the HRIS carnival to be held on 4 March 2020.   

Next, we had the Cross Country where one of our students ran herself all the way to CIS level held in Sydney. Matil-

da Dunn certainly did both MVAC and herself proud and I know we have many students already in training for next 

year’s event.  

For the Athletics carnival this year students participated and practised their skills during Friday afternoon sport prior 

to the carnival. This saw many outstanding performances with two girls qualifying for CIS. Once again, well done 

Bronte Eady and Ava Sharpe, what a tremendous achievement. 

Soccer, rugby, futsal and netball gala days and championships have kept the students and teachers on their toes for 

the remainder of the year. MVAC also made their first appearance at the HRIS Basketball Gala Day, with students 

certainly making their mark and being noted as a team to watch out for next year.  

We have also had our MVAC school basketball teams successfully playing on a Tuesday afternoon in the local com-

petition. Many of our students have progressed from first timers to being invited to ‘try out’ for our local rep teams. 

What a great result.  

Next year is shaping up to be an even bigger and more exciting year with many new sporting opportunities on the 

horizon. Girls soccer, AFL and mountain biking are just to name a few, and I know MVAC students are just as excit-

ed as I am for the prospect and opportunity to be involved in these new endeavours.    

Mrs Sonia Kennedy, Teacher in Charge of Sport K-6 
 

College Office Hours                

Christmas Holidays 

 

 

The College office will close on 

Wednesday 18 December and reopen 

on Monday 6 January 2020.             

Office hours are 9am - 3.00pm            

during the holidays. 

Canteen 

As the year draws to an end the canteen is slowing down 
our cooking and reducing our stock levels.  Therefore, 
some items will be taken off the menu and Flexischools 
for the remainder of the year.    We look forward to bring-
ing back our very popular Nachos, Pasta Bolognese and 
some new summer options for next year. 

The canteen has seen a lot of changes this year from ex-
tra days to menu enhancements and we are excited to 
see what 2020 brings.  We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank our volunteers who have come in through-
out the year to assist us. 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a safe and en-
joyable school holidays .   

From Sue, Jayne and Fiona. 



 

 

Opens Touch Football Gala Day  
On Friday 8 November the Open boys and girls Touch Football teams played in the HRIS 
Gala Day at Wallsend Touch Fields. The teams competed well but were unable to complete 
all games on the day due to the potential road closures on the M1. Both teams did compete 
in three round games prior to heading back to the College after a brief detour through Wing-
ham. On behalf of the students, I'd like to thank Mrs Wheeler and Mr Ferguson for providing 
the team training sessions.   
 
The 2019 squads consisted of the following students: 
Girls: Charlotte Papps, Tegan Hinshelwood, Carissa Sowter, Amy Curtain, Sophie Gill, 
Erin Hinshelwood,, Niamh MacAulay, Chelsea Harvey, Jasmine Wilson, Amelia Hansen. 
Boys: Ethan Taylor, Kenzo Roxas, Elijah Bennell, Tom Kladis, Zachariah Phillips, Adrian 
Bickerstaff, Luke Anderson, Jack Martin, Nicholas Challacombe, Brayden Rigney-Cook. 

 

               
 
        

Futsal Under 14 Boys  
The Australasian Champion of Champions Futsal Gala Days were held from Friday 8 November to Sunday Novem-
ber 10. The Under 14 Boys played in 6 pool games over the weekend.  
Day 1 - Game 1 MVAC played Bishop Druitt College. MVAC managed one goal through Kai McNeil and another 
through an own goal from the opposition. Final score was Bishop Druitt 9, MVAC 2.  
Game 2 started well against Hastings Secondary College. Students were motivated to perform well. Eight goals 
through Kai McNeil and one through Alexander Langford finished a strong performance by the MVAC team. Final 
score MVAC 9, Hastings 0.  
Day 2 – Game 3 was a tough game against Chancellor Secondary College. MVAC managed one goal through Nate 
Deas and Jordan Brown performed well in goals. Final score was Chancellor 17, MVAC 1.  
Game 4 was against Clairvaux MacKillop College. MVAC had two goals through Jonty Green and one each to Kai 
McNeil and Nate Deas. Once again Jordan Brown was great in goals. Final score was Clairvaux 11, MVAC 4.  
Game 5 had MVAC play Albany Creek Secondary High School. This was the only game that MVAC was kept score-
less. Albany played well and were able to score consistently during each half. Final score was Albany Creek 16, 
MVAC 0. 
Day 3 – Game 6 and the final game against Corinda State High School was an early 8am game. Jordan Brown who 
had been in goals for the previous five games played as a court player this game. MVAC managed two goals this 
game one through Callum Macalpine and the other through Kai McNeil. Final score was Corinda 17, MVAC 2. 
 
On behalf of the boys I'd like to thank the parents/guardians for their support and assistance to transport the players 
to the Gold Coast for the weekend. Thank you to the students for their commitment and effort throughout the training 
sessions leading up to the event and over the weekend.   
 
The 2019 squad consisted of the following students: 
Boys: Lachlan Babington, Nathanial Deas, Kai McNeil, Gregorio Roxas, Jordan Brown, Jonty Green, Callum Macal-
pine and Alex Langford. 

 
        
 
 



 

 

 

MVAC MEETING PLACE 

Where help is just at the end of your fingertips as your child prepares for their 
yearly exams with confidence. 

Please follow the directions below to access the platform and connect to learning 
opportunities that will build confidence in your child. 

All staff and students now have access to Click View (www.clickview.com.au) 
using their school email address and password to logon and access The Meeting 
Place for all their revision needs. 

Step 1: Access The Meeting Place via Student Cafe or by following the link: https://clickv.ie/w/pp3l  

Step 2: Sign into ClickView using student login details (students can access it by using their school email address 
and password to logon) 

Photo courtesy of Scott Calvin & 

Manning River Times 

Carissa Sowter is to be warmly congratulated on the amazing job 
she has done working with her rescue horse Dakota Sunrise. 
 
Sadly, 11 month old Dakota had been brought up in an abusive 
environment about six hours away from the Manning Valley, but 
thankfully, for the last six months, she has been cared for and nur-
tured by Carissa and her family who have nursed her back to 
health. 
 
Carissa's care and kindness has built up trust with Dakota, 
so much so that she was able to be entered in her first competition 
at the Taree Show recently. Under Carissa's guidance and han-
dling, Dakota did extremely well in the under 14 hands section. 
The story was carried in Friday 25 October edition of  the Manning 
River Times and is a testament to Carissa's kindness, patience, 
care and ability. Congratulations from all the MVAC family. 

Student Futsal report 2019 
With only one win and varied results in the other games we played exceptionally well despite having 6 Under 13 
players in the team. The results did not reflect the hard work our team displayed. Congratulations to Nate Deas and 
Kai McNeil on their selection for an Invitational Australian team to go to Brazil during August 2020.  
 
The team would like to say a special thank you to Mr Rowe and everyone who made it possible for us to be able to 
participate in this competition. Thank you to all the parents/carers for taking the players up to Gold Coast.   
Student report by Nate Deas, Gregorio Roxas and Lachlan Babington.  
 
 

Mr Luke Rowe, Teacher in Charge of Sport 7-12 

http://www.clickview.com.au/
https://clickv.ie/w/pp3l


 

 

YEAR 1 & 2  MUSEUM VISIT 
 
On Friday 8 

 
November, Years 1 and 2 visited our local 

Cundletown Museum. Along the way we were fortunate 
enough to pass by some of the local heritage sites. The ex-
cursion was part of our HSIE unit ‘The Past in the Present’ 
and ‘The Present and the Past’, in which students are study-
ing how life has changed over time, both for them and for 
society.  
 
Students were treated to a real life school experience from 
the past and took a leap through time to look at the way toys, 
play, transport, technology and communication has changed 
over time. A big thank you to Mrs Brown, Mrs O’Gorman, Mrs 
Julie and Mrs Sanders for helping Mrs Gross make this a fun 
filled excursion.  
 

Mrs Kirsty Gross, Year 2 Teacher  
 



 

 

SCHOOL LAYING EGG COMPETITION- ROYAL EASTER SHOW 

This week we welcomed 6 Hyline Commercial Laying birds into our MVAC 
Chicken Palace, kindly built by our Head Groundsman, Mr Futterleib. The 
hens have travelled up from Sydney and will be part of a Research Project 
for our Year 12 Agriculture students.  

On a weekly basis, until April next year, our students will measure the feed 
consumed each week and average weekly mass gain in order to calculate a 
feed conversion ratio. The data they collect will form the basis of a Power-
Point presentation which they will submit to the Sydney Royal Easter show 
committee for judging.  

In addition to this, three birds will return to Sydney for exhibition judging and to lay eggs for ten days which will be 
judged to commercial standards. We wish our students, Paige Fitzalan, Callum Jones, Tegan Hinshelwood and 
Carissa Sowter all the best and thank them for their ongoing commitment to Agriculture, especially during the 
school holidays. 

Mrs Elizabeth Fell, Agriculture Teacher 

YEAR 7 TECHNOLOGY 

The final rotation of Year 7 Technology saw 7V design and make their Aussie Burg-
ers this week. Despite a setback due to the bush fire emergency, they students 
soldiered on and there were some spectacular designs – all made with Australian 
ingredients.  

Mrs Julie Carmichael, Science Teacher 



 

 

 
YEAR 7 SCIENCE 

Year 7 Science classes enjoyed an introductory visit to the MVAC Agriculture depart-
ment at Bishop Tyrell Place this week. They met the animals and learned how to handle 
and feed them. Elliot the pig was a big hit. 

Mrs Julie Carmichael., Science Teacher 

YEAR 8 TECHNOLOGY 

Year 8 Technology students, designed and made Hamburgers using ingredients they grew in their vegetable gar-
dens.  

Mrs Emma Gale, Technology Teacher 

YEAR 7 VISUAL ART 

I am extremely impressed with the Year 7 cohorts enthusiasm and com-
mitment in Visual Arts this year. This term they have explored block print-
ing, producing simple but striking lino prints. I look forward to seeing their 
development next year.  

A number of students have contributed their time to producing a mural. 
We hope to complete this within the next week and display it outside the 
Visual Arts Room.  

Have a wonderful, safe holiday period. I would love to hear about the cre-
ative endeavours of students during the holidays. They are welcome to 
share these with me via email.  

Mrs Tamara Bean, Visual Art Teacher 



 

 



DONATIONS  WELCOMED 

Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street Taree runs an emergency relief service every Wednesday for those 

who are struggling financially in our local region. If you are able to donate any of the items below to this worthwhile 

ministry it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

 

 

 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  The canteen is open Monday - Friday.  If you are able to volunteer some time in the 

canteen, we would be very grateful for any assistance.   

 

AFTERNOON MESSAGES can be given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school 

administration area is a very busy time at the end of the school day and it is very difficult to get a message to stu-

dents who have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to 

get a message to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school administration prior 

to 2.30pm. Thank you for your assistance with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tinned Goods  Canned Goods 

 Toothpaste  Tooth Brushes 

 Toiletries  Long-Life Products 

FLEXISCHOOLS is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for canteen orders from home or on your 

mobile.  Register for Flexischools or manage your account by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. Once you have 

submitted your email address an email will be sent to you detailing how to complete your registration.  

MVAC ON FACEBOOK Manning Valley Anglican College is on Facebook! Join us at www.facebook.com/mvac to 

enjoy photos, video, news and announcements from the College. 

REMINDER: DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP  Search ‘MVAC’ on the App Store (iOS devices), Google Play 

Store (Android Devices) or App Store (Windows Phones) and look for our logo (shown right). Remember to set or 

update your Year groups to get the most relevant and up-to-date information for parents. 


