
 

 

Important Dates 

8 November     HRIS Primary Touch Football Gala 

10 November                             Grandparent’s Day 

10 November           Kinder 2018  Bible Storytime 

15 November                                     P & F Meeting 

17 November                  Kinder 2018 Play Session 

20-24 November            Year 10 Work Experience 

21 November                       Carpe Diem Showcase 

21 November     Kinder 2018 Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

4 December           End of Term Awards Assembly 

7 December                     School Presentation Day 

7 December                               Last Day of Term 4 

29 January                            First Day Term 1 2018 

9 February            K-12 Swimming Carnival 

7 March       HRIS Primary Swimming Carnival 

14 March       HRIS Secondary Swimming Carnival 

22 March                             CIS Swimming Carnival 

This year we have been lucky enough to be involved in 
the Phase 2 NSW Literacy and Numeracy Action 
Plan (Phase 2 Action Plan).  This is a cross sectoral 
initiative designed to improve student outcomes through 
enhancing capacity of school leaders and their staff. 
The key elements underpinning the Phase 2 Action Plan 
in Kindergarten to Year 2 literacy and numeracy include: 

 instructional leadership             
 diagnostic assessment 
 differentiated teaching 
 tiered interventions 
 
The Association of Independent Schools is supporting 
us in this process through an action research approach 
which aims to develop and embed instructional leader-
ship and professional development for teachers. AIS 
consultants will continue to assist the school with pro-
fessional learning opportunities in the areas of diagnos-
tic assessment and personalised learning. 

The Action Plan began at the commencement of this 
year and we will be continuing to develop this over the 
next four years, implementing this focus in both the Pri-
mary and Secondary School to bring about improve-
ments in our teaching and learning for all children. 

Through professional development, staff have become 
familiar with the work of Professor Jo Boaler, a British 
education author and is Professor of Mathematics Edu-
cation at the Stanford Graduate School of Education. 
Professor Boaler is involved in promoting mathematics 
education reform and equitable mathematics class-
rooms.   As part of her work she has created the website 
youcubed.  Included in the newsletter is a poster from 
the site which gives ways in which you can encourage 
your child to have a growth mindset towards mathemat-
ics. 
 

Mrs Therese Lloyd, Director of Teaching & Learning 
 

 
 

Volume 15 Edition 16    3 November 2017 

Late for School/Leaving Early - Students arriving late for 

school must be signed in by a parent/carer.  Students are 

not to sign themselves in or out.  If you are unable to attend 

the office to sign your child in or out, a note must be provid-

ed. 

Speed Limit - We have had several complaints regarding 

parents exceeding the speed limit on school grounds.  

Please be aware that the speed limit is 10kph.   

Carpe Diem Showcase 
 

Years 3 to 10 
Tuesday 21

st
 November 

5:30pm to 6:30pm 
MVAC Hall 

All Welcome 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son so that whoever believes in him will not perish but 

have eternal life.  John 3:16 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
TOUCH FOOTBALL – PRIMARY: Good luck to our Primary Boys and Girls Touch Football teams that are travelling 
to Nelson Bay next Wednesday to compete in the HRIS Gala day. We look forward in hearing of their successes. 

 
TOUCH FOOTBALL – SECONDARY: Both our boys and girls teams played well at the recent HRIS Gala Day. Both 
teams secured wins in the later part of the day and certainly enjoyed the experience. Thanks to Mr Ferguson and Mr 
Lawless for coaching these teams. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS: At MVAC we like to celebrate in the achievements of our students. Some of these achievements 
happened  outside of school sports that we are not aware of. If your child is performing at a regional or over level we 
would like to celebrate with them. Please feel free to email me with the details. 
 
SUMMER SPORTS: With so many students competing at HRIS level and beyond this year in Swimming, Cross 
Country and Athletics, I would like to recommend our students get involved in sporting clubs that operate in the area 
that will assist with the school teams. 
 
Swimming: Local clubs are taking registrations for the upcoming season. 
 
    Taree Torpedoes swim at the Manning Aquatic Centre  

 Contact: Kevin McKillop Davies 65533118 email: tareetorpedoes@gmail.com 
 Forster Aquatic Swim Club swim at Great Lakes Aquatic Centre 
 Contact: Michael Summers 0418653962 email: mjsummerspl@outlook.com 
 Wingham Swim Club swim at the Wingham Swimming Pool 
 Contact: winghamswimclub@gmail.com 
 

Cross Country: Both Taree and Forster have Saturday morning Park Runs, which are free of charge and open to 
competitors of all abilities. Every Saturday at 8am. 
 
    Taree: Contact: tareeoffice@parkrun.com or website http://www.parkrun.com.au/taree/ 

 Forster: Contact forsteroffice@parkrun.com or website http://www.parkrun.com.au/forster/ 
 

Athletics: Athletics Clubs operate in Taree, Old Bar Forster, Gloucester and Harrington. To find the closest centre to 
you search this site: http://www.lansw.com.au/Participate/Find-A-Centre 
 
DATES FOR 2018 – SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Swimming    Friday, 9 February 2018   YMCA Manning Aquatic Centre 
Cross Country   Friday, 23 March 2018   School Grounds 
Secondary Athletics  Thursday, 24 May 2018   Taree Rec Grounds 
Primary Athletics   Friday, 25 May 2018   Taree Rec Grounds 
 
 

Mr Andrew Jones, K-12 Sports Co-ordinator 
 

 
 
 
WISE ADVICE FROM OUR KINDERGARTEN CLASS TO  KINDERGARTEN 2018 STUDENTS: 
 
What advice would you give the new Kindergarten children. 
 
Ethan M - Make sure you learn your tricky words like 'the'. 
Lara - It is good to not talk in class. 
Amarni - Make good friends. 
Brooke - Clean up the things you play with. 
Fletcher - Be nice and caring. 
Nathanael - Help by cleaning up the room. 
Samuel - Listen to your teacher and don't be mean. 

Mrs Lauren Baker. Kindergarten Teacher 
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Primary Matters 

 
As Term 4 marches on, the Kindergarten 2018 Orientation program has continued to gather momentum, with these 
soon-to-be MVAC students this week engaging in some craft activities with Mrs Baker and spending some time with 
Mrs Sanders to enable us to learn a little bit more about them in order to plan for their time in Kindergarten next year. 
 
Next week will be another busy one for the Primary students, with our K-6 Chapel and Assembly, which will take 
place this coming Monday, 6 November, commencing at 9:10am in the College hall, kicking off the week. Subse-
quent to this, the Primary SRC will on Tuesday, make the journey to Bishop Tyrrell Place, hoping to avenge a num-
ber of crushing Wii tennis defeats suffered by SRC members last term at the hands of some incredibly determined 
residents. In addition to this, the Primary touch football teams will travel to Port Stephens to compete in an HRIS gala 
day on Wednesday, with the week concluding with our Grandparents Day celebration on Friday. 
 
In the coming weeks, our Year 5 students will commence their 
Primary leadership journey as they prepare and present their 
school captaincy speeches in class. This will lead to nominated 
students being selected to present their cases at a formal leader-
ship assembly in the hall during week 7.  
 
As the Year 5 students prepare to stake their claim for Primary 
leadership roles, the outgoing Year 6 class are counting the days 
until they suddenly become too cool for primary school! However, 
until such time, they will be running a Year 6 Cake Stall Fundrais-
er on Friday, 17 November, and attending their graduation cere-
mony and celebration on Wednesday, 29 November. 
 
Have a magnificent weekend! 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Director of Primary 

 

PROJECT BASED LEARNING AT MVAC 

Throughout 2017, teachers at MVAC have planned and implemented Project Based Learning Days for students from 
Kindergarten to Year 10. These days were highly successful with students working in groups to solve the challenge 
presented.  

This program was made possible by a grant from the Association of Independent Schools NSW and included a re-
quirement that we share the results of our program and any resources created.  

Alexander Langford, Harrison Thomas and William Thomas along with Mrs Lloyd and Mr Diessel presented this pro-
gram, the resources, and the work done by students at the AIS NSW DigiSTEM 2017 Conference at UTS in Sydney 
last week.  

The boys setup their display and spoke to the staff and students who attended the conference, explaining the chal-
lenges they had to solve and answering any questions posed. They are congratulated for the way they represented 
the College.  

Mrs Lloyd and Mr Diessel presented the program to a workshop group of attendees.  

We look forward to running similar days in 2018. 

Mr Andrew Diessel,  PBL Facilitator 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NASC SCHOOLS CELEBRATION DAY 
  
On Wednesday 1st November students in Year 7 spent the day at the annual NASC schools celebration at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Newcastle. The annual event is designed to bring together students from our sister schools of 
BTAC, Lakes Grammar and Scone Grammar. Our very own Mr Anderson worked hard in the lead up, with the other 
school Chaplains, to organise a day of prayer and celebration. 
  
A service was followed by a tour of the historical Cathedral. Students were engrossed in the rich history of Newcastle 
preserved in the building. It was a wonderful opportunity to be led on tours by members of the schools and local par-
ish. A BBQ lunch was then provided and by the looks of it, thoroughly enjoyed. 
  
A very special thank you to Rev Brian for taking the time to join us on the day and drive us all down on the bus. 
  

Mr Eamonn Lawless, Director of Student Welfare 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

TEAM PENNING SUCCESS 

The College is very proud of the outstanding success of Tegan and Erin Hinshelwood and Paige Fitzalan in the 

Team Penning event.  

This popular horse riding activity involves herding cattle and directing them into an enclosed space whilst racing 

against the clock. Each team only has two minutes to achieve this complex task. 

The Team Penning took place at the Wingham Showground over the 28
th
 and 29

th
 October. Twelve teams contend-

ed against each other in what is a very intense and strongly contested event. We congratulate Erin, Tegan and Paige 

on such an impressive achievement. 

 

 
 



 

 

CARPE DIEM 

 

Philosophy  

Have you ever asked yourself any of these intriguing questions? 

 Should you let little things bother you? 

 Should you be rewarded for your efforts at school? 

 How do you know who your friends are? 

 Should you ever tell a lie? 

 Are you a fair and just person? 

 Do we control technology, or does technology control us? 

 Do you perceive things as they are or only as they seem to be? 

 Does anything ever happen by chance? 

 Should you always listen to the opinions of others? 

 If many people believe that something is true, is it true? 

 Do two wrongs balance out and make an action right? 

 How can you tell when you know something? 
 

These twelve questions have been considered and discussed by the students in the Years 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 Carpe 
Diem classes during this Semester.  They have argued both sides of each question and have considered what well-
known philosophers, such as Marcus Aurelius, Confucius, Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Plato, Martin Heidegger, Ber-
trand Russell, and Democritus have said on these issues.  

On Tuesday 21 November (Week 7) the Carpe Diem students will “showcase” their understanding of these 12 
questions and the thinking of the philosophers.  The Carpe Diem Showcase will be held in the MVAC Hall from 
5:30pm to 6:30pm.  During that time you will be able wander from question to question, engaging in some philosophi-
cal discussion with the students (and other parents), and be informed and entertained about some of life’s tricky 
questions! 

 

Strategy Games from around the World 

Whilst Chess is regarded as a classical strategy game, requiring thinking, planning, and attacking whilst defending, 
there are many ancient games from around the world that engage the players in tactical thinking.  

Some of these games are: 

Wari (from Egypt) 
Nine Men’s Morris (from Egypt) 
Mancala (from North Africa) 
Awithlaknannai (from U.S.A.) 
Mu-Torere (from New Zealand) 
Fox and Geese (from Norway) 
Alquerque (from Spain) 
Sam Loyd’s Game (from U.S.A.) 
 

On Tuesday 21 November (Week 7) the Carpe Diem students in Years 3 and 4 will be teaching you how to play 
these strategy games during the Carpe Diem Showcase.  The 2017 Showcase will be held in the MVAC Hall from 
5:30pm to 6:30pm.  Please mark this date in your calendar so that you can join with other members of the MVAC 
Community to learn about these simple, yet challenging games of strategy. 

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 
 

 
 



ASSESSMENT TASKS: Throughout the school year students are required to complete different forms of assess-
ment. As teachers, we need to identify how students are meeting outcomes and some of these outcomes are com-
pleted inside and outside of the classroom. In the Secondary School these tasks are compulsory and so are the due 
dates. 
 
To assist students and parents all tasks are on Student Café and Parent Lounge. Each student receives a paper 
copy, which they sign for. The task outline goes through what is expected of them, weighting of the task, the desired 
outcomes, a marking criteria and of course, the due date. 
 
The school is requesting that parents check Parent Lounge and we work together to ensure students are aware 
when tasks are due for submission. If the task is not submitted on time, the teacher will send an email to the parent. 
  
UNIFORM: We have now moved to summer uniforms. We take pride in our uniform and the College has been taking 
particular care to ensure that all students are wearing our uniform properly. If your child cannot be in the correct uni-
form, we ask that they bring a note from home, explaining the situation. However, on sports days, if a student is una-
ble to wear the correct sports uniform, then we ask that they wear their dress uniform to school and to get changed 
later at school. 

 

 
 

 

FORSTER/TUNCURRY  PARISH FETE 

The Anglican Parish of Forster/Tuncurry held its annual parish fete at Saint Alban’s Church in Forster on Saturday 28 

October. 

The fete was well attended by MVAC families.  

Special thanks go to Amber Billett and Faith Hauser for successfully conducting the face painting stall.  

Amber and Faith were ably assisted in this role by Dakoda-Jae McPherson and Cheyenne Johnston and also by 

Georgia and Matilda McGilvray who modelled Amber’s and Faith’s artistic designs. 

The Reverend Mark Harris who is the Rector (i.e. Senior Minister) of the Forster/Tuncurry Parish expressed warm 

thanks to our students for their participation and assistance at the fete. 

Mr Greg Anderson, Chaplain 



  

 

 

MANNING VALLEY ANGLICAN COLLEGE EXTRA CURRICULAR PROGRAM 

TERM 4 2017 

 
ACTIVITY TIME LOCATION TEACHER 

M
O

N
D

A
Y

  

Healthy Breakfast Club - Year 7-12 8.20am to 8.45am C1 Mr Ferguson, Mrs Wilson and Mr Lawless 

Homework Assistance - Kinder to Year 6 8.20am to 8.55am B1 Miss Griffiths and Miss Nuttall 

Homework Assistance - Year 7-12 8.20am to 8.55am E3 Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Sanders 

Chess Club - Kinder to Year 12 1.10pm to 1.40pm P2-2 Mr Anderson 

Gaming Club - Video Games - Year 7-12 1.10pm to 1.40pm C1 Mr Ferguson  (Limited Positions) 

Maker Space - Kinder to Year 12 1.10pm to 1.40pm Library Mr Diessel 

     

T
U

E
S

D
A

Y
  

HSIE/Science Support 8.30am to 8.55am E1 Mrs Carmichael 

Endurance Running 8.30am to 8.55am Oval Miss Geerts 

Homework Assistance - Kinder to Year 6 8.20am to 8.55am B1 Miss Griffiths and Miss Nuttall 

Social Touch Football 1.10pm to 1.40pm Oval Mr Jones 

Gaming Club - Video Games - Years 7-12 1.10pm to 1.40pm C1 Mr Ferguson  (Limited Positions) 

Chess Club - Kinder to Year 12 1.10pm to 1.40pm P2-2 Mr Anderson 

Science Study group - Year 9/10 1.10pm to 1.40pm E2 Mrs Martin (Week B Only) 

College Band - selected students 1.10pm to 1.40pm C5 Mr Saunders (Selected Students) 

     

W
E

D
N

E
S

D
A

Y
  

Homework Assistance - Kinder to Year 6 8.20am to 8.55am B1 Miss Griffiths and Miss Nuttall 

Homework Assistance - Year 7-12 8.20am to 8.55am E3 Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Sanders 

College Band - selected students 1.10pm to 1.40pm C5 Mr Saunders (Selected Students) 

Maker Space - Kinder to Year 12 1.10pm to 1.40pm Library Mrs Randall 

Mathematics Tuition Year 7-12 3.20pm to 4.00pm D1 Mr Fletcher 

HSC Mathematics Revision 3.20pm to 4.00pm D3 Mrs Randall 

     

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

  

Puzzles and Games Year 7-12 1.10pm to 1.40pm D3 Mrs Randall 

Performance Dance Group - Years 3-6 1.10pm to 1.40pm Hall Mrs Bean 

HSC Mathematics Revision 3.20pm to 4.00pm D3 Mrs Randall (Year 11 & 12 Students Only) 

Fitness Training 3.20pm to 4.00pm Oval/Courts Mr Watkins 

     

F
R

ID
A

Y
  

Coding Club 8.25am to 8.55am Kirby Lab Mr MacAulay and Mr Godwin 

House Games Year 3-6 1.10pm to 1.40pm Oval/Courts Mr Jones (Teams Selected) 

Youth Group 3.30pm to 5.00pm Hall Mr Anderson and Rev Brian Ford 

3RD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH   

Fun, Food and Faith Afternoons 
St Lukes Anglican 

Coopernook 
Mr Anderson and Mrs Bean (Students & Families) 



DONATIONS  WELCOMED 

Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street, Taree runs an emergency relief service every Wednesday for those 

who are struggling financially in our local region. If you are able to donate any of the items below to this worthwhile 

ministry it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Greg Anderson, Chaplain 

 

P & F MEETING  The next  P & F Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 November at 6.00pm .  All parents/carers 

are welcome to attend.   

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  The canteen is open Tuesday - Thursday. If you are able to volunteer some time in the can-

teen, we would be very grateful for any assistance.  

AFTERNOON MESSAGES can be given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school admin-

istration area is a very busy time at the end of the school day and it is very difficult to get a message to students 

who have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to get a 

message to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school administration prior to 

1.30pm. Thank you for your assistance with this. 

 

 

FLEXISCHOOLS is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for canteen orders from home or on your 

mobile.  Register for Flexischools or manage your account by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. Once you have sub-

mitted your email address an email will be sent to you detailing how to complete your registration.  

 

 

MVAC ON FACEBOOK Manning Valley Anglican College is on Facebook! Join us at www.facebook.com/mvacollege 

to enjoy photos, video, news and announcements from the College. 

 

 

 

REMINDER: DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP  Search ‘MVAC’ on the App Store (iOS devices), Google Play Store 

(Android Devices) or App Store (Windows Phones) and look for our logo (shown right). Remember to set or update 

your Year groups to get the most relevant and up-to-date information for parents. 

 

 Tinned Goods  Canned Goods 

 Toothpaste  Tooth Brushes 

 Toiletries  Long-Life Products 



 Diagnostic Assessment for students who have: 

 Reading & Comprehension difficulties 

 Light sensitivity & headaches/migraines 

 ADHD & Autism 

             Taree              Find us on Facebook 

 m: 0409653700/ e: irlentaree@gmail.com/ w: www.aaic.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Parents Prayer Group 
 

This is an invitation to parents from MVAC who would like to 
join us once a month to pray for the school, it's staff and stu-
dents. We will meet on a Monday after chapel at approximately 
9:50am at the home of Sandy Robertson 3 Omaru Crescent, 
Taree, (opposite the Army Barracks, off Muldoon Street). 
 

Date for Term 4: 
Monday 20 November 2017 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
Please contact one of us if you need a lift. 
 

For more information contact: 
Kara Ford 0427437478 
Sandy Robertson 0424 125 918 
Emma Randle 0497 555 659 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


