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 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?  But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with 
reverence, serve you.    Psalm 130, verses 3-4. 

Important Dates 
 

9 September                                              AICES Athletics 

10 September                                                 ICAS Writing 

11 September                                             HRIS Debating 

12 September                                        ICAS Spelling Bee 

12 September                        NSW CIS Primary Athletics 

13 September                                                     Mufti Day 

14 September                                                    Spring Fair 

17 September                                                 ICAS English 

18 - 25 September                         Year 11 Examinations 

19 September                                      ICAS Mathematics 

25 September                                              P & F Meeting 

26 September     Year 12 Valedictory Service & Formal 

27 September                                       Term 3 Concludes 

15 October                                        Term 4 Commences 

 

Spring Fair is only one week away! We are incredibly 
grateful to the College families and wider community for 
their donations towards and support of this event. We 
have significant prizes for the Prize Wheel and Silent 
Auction, activities for kids, food and drink as well as per-
formances by school and community groups.  

For more information, please see the flyer at the end of 
the newsletter. We look forward to seeing you on the 
day. 

Mr Andrew Diessel, Spring Fair Coordinator 



 

 

WHAT IS THE POINT OF WEARING A SCHOOL UNIFORM? 
 
Long pants, long sleeve shirt, a tie, a hat or a dress are not the normal attire for most children and teenagers. But, 
wearing a uniform is a means of creating pride and identity for a school and is an important part of being a school 
student. 
 
I recently had time with our Year 11 students who made the following comments: 
“Uniform gives us a sense of pride in our school. It reminds us of who we are and what we stand for.” 
“Uniforms ensure there is no social class, that is who is the best dressed with the up market and trendy brands. This 
eliminates any peer group pressure or potential bullying. By having uniforms there is no inappropriate dress.” 
“Having everyone dressed the same deters people being mean and nasty, no one is left out, we are all dressed the 
same.” 
“MVAC has a great uniform and when worn correctly looks great.” 
 
At MVAC we expect all students to wear the uniform correctly, but more importantly proudly. This includes: Boys en-
suring their ties are on and done up and shirts tucked in. Girls must have minimal to no makeup, appropriate jewel-
lery and again the school tie. All students are to be have black leather shoes and must be in school jumpers, blazers 
or jackets. Black leather shoes are compulsory for practical based subjects as they protect the feet and support the 
ankle. Canvas shoes do not do this and are not suitable for school. 
 
I thank all parents for their continued support assisting the College in maintain high standards of student dress.  
 
YEAR 12:  
Our Year 12 students have now completed the Trial Higher School Certificate examinations and are now preparing 
for “the real thing”, the HSC which will commence on 17 October. Over the next few weeks they will be finalising their 
studies and revision with their teachers. Our students have been very committed in achieving good results and are 
really thriving on the feedback provided by their teachers. 
 
Year 12 will celebrate the culmination of their thirteen years of schooling on Thursday, 26 September with the Vale-
dictory Service followed by the Formal Dinner. Please continue to pray for them as they approach this important time 
in their lives. 
 
YEAR 11:  
Best of luck to our Year 11 students who commence their End of Preliminary Course Examinations next week. These 
examinations start on 18 September and conclude on 25 September. 
 
YEAR 7 (2020) ORIENTATION:  
As part of the orientation process into Year 7, our current Year 6 students are completing Secondary School lessons 
and experiences. Sessions are in the following areas: PDHPE, Coding, Food Technology and Wood Technology. 
This will be supplemented with their Orientation day which will be on Friday, 18 October 2019. 
 
MOBILE PHONES:  
Students are reminded that mobile phones are to be put away from 9.00am to 3.10pm. Students have no reason to 
use their phones during this time. If parental contact is needed it can be done via the school office. Students who 
persist to be on their phones during this time will have the phone taken from them and it will be placed in the office 
for safe keeping for the remainder of the day. 
 
TEACHER CONTACT:  
It is imperative that the educational and pastoral relationship at the College is three way, the student, the teacher and 
the parent. As parents, your child will tell you about most things that happen at school and at times as parents you 
might require clarity or explanation on what is happening or methods that would best suit the child in completing their 
studies. Teachers will respond to you as soon as possible. Please be aware that some of our staff work part time and 
have teaching commitments throughout the day.  
 
All MVAC email addresses are: initial.surname@mvac.nsw.edu.au for example my email address is 
a.jones@mvac.nsw.edu.au  
 

Mr Andrew Jones, Deputy Principal 
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In recent weeks I have had the opportunity to attend both the Stage 2 Coffs Harbour and Stage 3 Bathurst camps. 
In addition to providing our students with a range of fun and educational experiences, both camps also enabled 
them to develop their resilience, responsibility and teamwork skills. 

This was particularly evident during the Stage 2 camp. With much of the camp taking place at the Coffs Coast Ad-
venture Centre, the camp leaders challenged our students to work towards developing in a number of defined areas: 

- Building relationships 
- Moving out of their comfort zone 
- Independence 
- Leadership skills 

 
Throughout the camp, our Year 3 and 4 students were placed in a variety of situations that challenged them to solve 
difficult problems, both independently and as members of a team. For many of these students, it was their first ever 
school camp, so simply being away from the family unit was a challenge in itself. Beyond learning to share a cabin 
and amenities with their peers, the students were forced to quickly adjust to surviving without many of the creature 
comforts that are a big part of their lives. Beyond adapting to their pared back living conditions, the students were 
certainly able to develop in all of the above-mentioned areas when working their way through the camp’s activities - 
which included a commando course, archery, canoeing and a giant swing. 

While the students who attended the Year 5 and 6 camp weren’t necessarily working towards achieving any particu-
lar goals, the frigid conditions and scope of activities, which included a trip to the Bathurst Goldfields and a journey 
into the Jenolan Caves, certainly put many to the test. 

During both camps I was exceedingly proud of our students. In the Primary we are blessed with a cohort of students 
who continually go above and beyond to be outstanding representatives of our school. I, along with the other teach-
ers who attended the camps, was overwhelmed by the extremely positive comments and feedback I received from 
camp leaders and venue guides in relation to the impressive conduct and attitude displayed by our students.  

It is of course also incredibly important to acknowledge the time and energy our teachers put into ensuring both 
camps were successful ventures. I would like to sincerely thank all of the teachers for their immeasurable contribu-
tions, working tirelessly throughout their time on camp to ensure our students’ time away was rewarding and memo-
rable. 

Have an excellent weekend. 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Head of Primary 



 

 

The well deserved lull over the last week has given students opportunity to prepare for the busy times we have 
ahead. As you read this week’s newsletter, our Buderus 7 boys will be returning from Tuncurry undoubtedly trium-
phant in their efforts to show who’s who at the Buderus 7’s Gala Day. The boys have been training hard with Mr 
North who has given up his time to coach and lead our boys. A huge thank you to Mr North, we all appreciate your 
generosity in sharing your wisdom and time.  

The coming weeks bring many opportunities for students to try out for a variety of sporting endeavours. 

18 September - The Taree Tornadoes Local Basketball Gala day will be held at Taree Saxby Stadium. Our Tuesday 
afternoon basketball teams have been perfecting their skills to take on some local teams in a fun day out. 
 
24 October - Basketball HRIS. Selected students will travel to Newcastle to compete for the first time in the HRIS 
Basketball Gala day. All Stage 3 students will have the opportunity to try out for the team and will no doubt train hard 
over the coming weeks to bring their A game.  
 
6th November - Trials for the Touch Football Gala Day held at Wallsend during Term 4 will commence over the 
coming weeks. With many of our students playing in Touch teams outside of school, MVAC are sure to be real con-
testers when November rolls round.  
 
Thursday 19

 - 
Hula Hoop. K- 6 will be spending half hour sessions where they will participate in a combination of 1. 

Tricks, 2. Skills, 3. Exercises, 4. Games and Performances. Hula hooping is not only lots of fun and an inexpensive 

way to keep fit but perfect for developing gross motor skills. 

Tuesday Basketball 
Tuesday Basketball Term 3 tournament is coming to an end. All students have learned a lot, gained many new skills 
and should not only be more confident in their abilities but very proud of their efforts and achievement. A huge thank 
you to Mr Hutchison who has coached one of our teams. Mr Hutchison has given up his time every Tuesday, even 
when his daughter has been away, to coach and direct the team. Thank you Mr Hutchison from both your team and 
myself. We couldn’t have done it without you. 
 
Next Term, 10 and 11 year old children will play on Saturday and 12 and 13 year old children will play Tuesday. 
Should your chid like to play, and they are not already registered, please go to the Taree Tornadoes website to regis-
ter.  
 
CIS Athletics 
Next Thursday will see Ava Sharpe and Bronte Eady travel to Sydney to compete in the CIS Athletics Carnival. The 
girls qualified for High Jump and Javelin respectively, with both of them taking out second place at HRIS. We wish 
them all the best and are so proud to have them represent MVAC. BEST OF LUCK. 
 

Mrs Sonia Kennedy, Teacher in Charge of Sport K-6 



 

 

HRIS SOCCER 

On Tuesday 20 August the Year 5 and 6 Soccer team travelled to New-
castle to compete against 18 other schools. The team displayed fantas-
tic determination and a never give up attitude which was a huge testa-
ment to the team. They played six games of which they won 2, drew 2 
and lost 2. They were unlucky in the team pool having drawn the overall 
winners of the day and the team that finished 3rd. 

Overall, they had a fantastic and enjoyable day. Well done. 

Mr Nathan Lamb, Year 6 Teacher 

FUTSAL 

On Thursday 29 August our Futsal team travelled to Coffs Harbour to compete. It was an incredi-
bly competitive day with many talented students.  

Our most memorable result was a 4-4 draw against the champion team we played earlier in the year. It 
was certainly an enjoyable day and the team thoroughly flourished with the opportunity.  Congratulations. 

Mr Nathan Lamb, Year 6 Teacher 



 

 

Futsal: Northern NSW Champion of Champions Gala Days 
 
Well done to the Under 14’s Boys Futsal Team who placed runners up in the Northern NSW School Champion of 

Champions last Friday at Coffs Harbour. They may now get an invitation to the Australasian Champion of Champions 

Tournament to be held on the Gold Coast early next Term. 

 
Mr Andrew Ferguson 

On Tuesday 27 August, the Under 14’s Girls Futsal team travelled to Coffs Harbour to play in the Northern NSW Fut-

sal Tournament. Charli, Breeanna, Summer, Brooke, Allee, Arabella, Annika and myself played our best. We did not 

win any games but it was a good experience for us. The highlight of our trip was a trip to the Big Banana and playing 

as a team. Overall it was a lot of fun.  

Report by Makayla Saunders Year 8 

Upcoming Sporting events/opportunities for 2019: 
 
Term 3 
HRIS Under 15’s Basketball Team TRIALS: Monday 16 September Week 9 
 
Term 4 
HRIS 15’s Tennis: Tuesday 15 October Week 1  
HRIS Golf: Monday 21 October Week 2  
HRIS Open Girls Softball: TRIALS & Gala Day Thursday 24 October  Week 2  
HRIS 15’s Touch Football: Gala Day Monday 28 October Week 3  
HRIS Opens Touch Football: Gala Day Friday 8 November Week 4  
Futsal Australasian Champion of Champions: Gala Days Friday 8 November - Sunday 10 November Week 4  
 
Weekly Sport Reminder:  
All students must have the correct equipment to participate in their designated sport each week. I would like to re-
mind parents and students that the correct sports uniform is to be worn each sports day and during PDHPE practi-
cal lessons. The correct uniform is the school sport shirt, school sports jacket, school sports long pants, or school 
sport shorts, white school socks and joggers and the school bucket hat. Street shoes or slip on shoes are not ap-
propriate for sporting activities as they do not do up tightly enough to support the ankle and foot and do not support 
the heel. If your child is having issues with uniform, please write a note or place a message in the child ’s diary ex-
plaining the issue.  
 

Mr Luke Rowe, Teacher in Charge of Sport 7-12 

MVAC Meeting Place 

Where help is just at the end of your fingertips. 

Watch out for details about how to access the platform and connect to 
learning opportunities that will build confidence in your child. 



 

 

Tournament of Minds 

Congratulations to our two MVAC Tournament of Minds Teams who participated in the Hunter Region T.O.M. Tour-
nament Day on Saturday 31 August in Newcastle.  

The Primary team, comprising of Jasmine Thornton, Sukhmeen Sohal, Breanna Flanagan (Year 5) and Olivia 
Warmsley (Year 4) took on the ARTS Long Term problem called “The Wizard of Aus”.  

The Secondary team, comprising of Sarah Randall, Nicholas Lampen, Harrison Thomas, Abbie Doust (Year 7), and 
Makayla Saunders (Year 8) also took on the ART Long Term problem.   

Both teams were required to write and perform an adaption of the “Wizard of Oz” which had to be given a local fo-
cus. The Primary Team set their story in Wingham Brush where a little girl “Olivia” lost her family while on a picnic, a 
teacher “Miss Flanagan” lost her students while on excursion, the farmer “Jasmine” lost her cattle while they were 
grazing in Wingham Brush due to the drought, and the Boss “Chelsea” had lost her workers from a building site. 
They all came across the bad witch “Suki” who tried to capture them all. However, luckily, the group found the words 
of a magic spell which changed “Suki” into a good witch who returned their lost family, students, cattle and workers. 
The group also had to include two “original” songs and “Keep on Walking” was a great hit. 

The Secondary team set their “Wizard of Aus” story on the road to Old Bar. Whilst some of them had lost confidence 
and their jobs, “Harry” turned out to be a good wizard in disguise and he set them on the right path. The original 
song of “I’ve got to get back to Old Bar, Old Bar” is sure to become the new anthem for this seaside location. 

The judges and audiences appeared to really enjoy the performances of our MVAC teams. They liked the high level 
of energy and cleverness of many aspects of their script and performance. Both teams also had to compete in a 
Spontaneous Challenge on the day where teamwork was essential. The team members were very pleased with their 
efforts in both of the challenges, displaying the teamwork and skills they had developed during the past six weeks.  
Well done and thank you to the T.O.M. teams and their support crews. 

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 



 

 

 
YEAR 11 BIOLOGY 

Year 11 Biology students were hard at work studying the ecology of the marine rock 
platform at Black Head. Many thanks to Mr Dawes for very kindly volunteering to ac-
company the group and share his amazing wealth of knowledge.  

Mrs Sally Martin, Science Teacher 

YEAR 5 WASTER WARRIORS 

The Waster Warriors have been busy collecting bottles and food scraps. They have recycled over 500 plastic bottles 

this term and have decided they will purchase a bird bath and feeder to be located on the school grounds with their 

recycling rewards. With the drought, we have had many lorikeets and various types of birds looking for food and wa-

ter. Year 5K believe this would be money well spent and are excitedly awaiting the arrival of their purchases.  

In addition to having a very healthy worm farm and compost bin which is being fed from crunch and sip food scraps, 

5K have been lucky enough to be involved with supporting and feeding some new arrivals to the MVAC community 

of the fury and feathered kind.  

5K are now making sure Elliot the pig, 2 Shetland ponies, 5 Alpacas and 8 chickens receive their daily fruit and vegie 

intake. It truly is delightful to see Elliot come racing up the paddock to the students who are equally as thrilled to be 

feeding him his much-loved apple cores.  

Its not all fruit, fur and frivolities in 5K though, and we thought it would be timely to share some of our weekly writing 

tasks. With concussion being a topic of discussion both on International and weekly BTN news 5K was required to 

write a report on this important issue.  

Last but not least, Spring Fair class art works. 5K have put their heart and soul into painting ‘Jelly Bean Jam’ and 
would like me to remind you to bring your savings along on the 14 September so that you can be the lucky one to 
hang this magnificent creation in your home. Whilst it was inspired by a famous Aboriginal artist it is definitely one of 
a kind.  

Mrs Sonia Kennedy, Year 5K Teacher 



 

 

Citizen Science Project 

Year 11 Agriculture planted 20 tea bags this week as part of a Citizen Science Soil Project (see map) run by the 

University of Sydney. Tea bags are initially weighed, planted and then exhumed after 60 days. They are then re-

weighed to measure the microbial activity of soils to create a Global Tea Bag Index. The University then uses this 

data for climate modelling and research projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 also enjoyed another outdoor lesson this week, dissecting piglets to identify parts and functions of the mo-

nogastric digestive system. Year 7 Science took a break from their normal Science class to observe from a dis-

tance! 

Year 9/10 Agriculture students planted cucumbers, carrots, cabbages and basil this week 

and are tending to the potato plot. With the Spring Fair just around the corner, they have 

also been finalising the plants for the stall and collecting eggs for sale ($4-00 a dozen). Be 

sure to call in and take a look at the marvellous plants that have been grown by our stu-

dents.  

We also had some very happy news this week from Mrs Langford who announced to the 

class, that the ownership of the Animal Care Farm next door to the College, has been 

transferred from Bishop Tyrell Place to MVAC.  As well as chickens, our students now have access to a pig-Elliott 

(with a very big personality), alpacas, miniature ponies and a few acres of land. Our students are very excited by 

this news and we thank Mrs Langford for this exciting opportunity. 

We are seeking donations of new or used equipment and supplies to set up an electric fence. Please let us know if 
you are able to assist. 

Mrs Elizabeth Fell, Agriculture Teacher 

 

YEAR 8 FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

Year 8 were back in the kitchen this week, learning to 
make pizza dough and enjoying the process of creating 
their own pizza flavours. 

Mrs Emma Gale, Technology Teacher 



 

 

The Old Bar Anglican congregation, which is a congregation of the Anglican Parish of Taree meets every Sunday at 

10am in the church building at 18-26 Hall Street Old Bar. As you can see from the photo that I took last Sunday 

there are almost more children than adults, so young families are very welcome. 

Warm congratulations are extended to Sebastian, Meika and Khloe Schmitzer who received the sacrament of Bap-

tism last Sunday at Saint John’s Anglican Church in Taree. For others interested in taking this important step in the 

Christian Faith please speak with me or contact your local Anglican parish. 

Youth Group continues to be held every Friday afternoon from 3:45pm-5:15pm and the numbers continue to expand, 

but there is still room for more. Youth Group is for students in Years 5-12 and is held at Saint Matthew’s Anglican 

Church in Bent Street Wingham. Youth Group is followed by a child & family friendly church service called Faith & 

Fellowship @5:30pm which lasts for about 40 minutes. Speak with Mr Jones, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Hauser or myself if 

you would like more information about youth group or Faith & Fellowship @ 5:30pm. 

Confirmation is being administered in November and notes have already been distributed to students. For further 

details please contact the Rector of the Anglican Parish of Taree, Father Peter Tinney, on 0451 677 701 or 6552 

1310 or the Rector of the Anglican Parish of Wingham, the Reverend Brian Ford, on 0418 099 640 or 6553 4043. 

Blue Cross Connect is the family-friendly Eucharist held on the third Sunday of every month at Saint John’s Anglican 

Church in Victoria Street Taree. Blue Cross Connect starts at 4:30pm and is followed by a “bring-and-share” meal. 

All welcome. For more details please speak with Mrs Bean, Mrs Brown or myself. 

Used postage stamps are greatly appreciated to help fund the work of Anglican Aid Abroad, so please keep sending 

them in. 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers for our Year 12 students. Please keep praying for Portia, James, Ylana, Harri-

son, Cheyenne, Mandy, Karma, Dylan, and Di Vonte as they continue their preparation for the HSC. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 



 

 

 

Week 6 of this term saw the Stage 2 students head north bound for the long awaited Coffs Harbour camp. For 

many of the students this was their first holiday without parents and families. As the bus drove away the parents 

were very brave holding back the tears (and excitement) until we rounded the first corner. 

While they were away the students stayed at the Coffs Coast Adventure Centre. Everybody had the opportunity to 

take aim with some archery practice, canoeing up the Bellinger, have a turn on the giant swing and also complete 

the ‘Commando Course.’ This was a favourite of many of the students and may have been the beginning of a few 

Ninja Warrior careers. During the evenings the students were entertained with a games night and also a disco. 

The students also visited the’ Big Banana’ where they walked through a banana plantation. They were lucky 

enough to watch and taste lollies being made at ‘The Lolly Shop.’ Finally, they ended their time away with a visit to 

the Dolphin Marine Conservation Park. Here they all received a kiss from a dolphin as well as watching the Marine 

Discovery Presentation. This was another favourite activity with the students enjoying the seals and dolphins as 

well as looking at the penguins, turtles, stingrays and sharks. 

Overall the students had a wonderful time and took the opportunity to experience these wonderful activities. They 

are to be commended for their behaviour and were wonderful representatives of Manning Valley Anglican College 

while away. 

Finally I would like to thank the teachers who accompanied the students and without their willingness to sacrifice 
time away from their own families this opportunity would not have been possible, Mr Neil MacAulay, Ms Meg 
Douglass, Ms Yvonne Geerts and Mrs Nicolie Thomas.  

Mrs Nicolie Thomas, Year 3 Teacher 



 

 

Many thanks to Ambiance Day Spa for continuing 

to support the College’s Spring Fair. 

Wizard of Oz Musical 
Last weekend, we were blown away with a magnificent performance of “The Wizard 
of Oz” by many of our very own MVAC students. The College Hall was transformed 
into the land of Oz, complete with its very own yellow brick road. The many families, 
staff members and friends that attended were all left in in a state of shock over the 
singing and acting talents of our students, especially when for some, it was their 
first time on stage. It was such a pleasure to witness the students’ passion for dra-
matic and performing arts. Tim and Stephanie Maddren, from Gotcha Back Produc-
tions, have been working closely with these students for the past 13 weeks. We are 
so blessed to have such talented professionals to work with our children. Well done 
to everyone involved and congratulations on all three amazing shows. 

 
MVAC Cast: Arabella Randle (Year 7) as Aunty Em/ Door-
man, Chloe Bruce (Year 7) as the Wizard of Oz/ city 
farmer/ crow, Grace Earley (Year 7) as the Wicked Witch 
of the West, Jordan Brown as Toto (Year 7), Kalin Woods 
(Year 7) as Mayor/ voice of Oz/ Niko, Katelyn Matuszny 
(Year 7) as Tinman/ Hickory, Maddison Laws (Year 5) as 
Mrs Gulch/ Winkie leader, and Trenton Jones (Year 6) as 
Hickory/ Tinman. 
 

Mrs Karen Brown, Year 1 Teacher 

 

 

CANTEEN 

 

The canteen now has eftpos facilities available. 

All eftpos purchases under $5.00 will incur a 0.37c 

fee. 



DONATIONS  WELCOMED 

Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street Taree runs an emergency relief service every Wednesday for those 

who are struggling financially in our local region. If you are able to donate any of the items below to this worthwhile 

ministry it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

 

 

P & F MEETING  The next  P & F Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 September at 6.00pm.  All parents/carers 

are welcome to attend.  

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  The canteen is open Monday - Thursday. If you are able to volunteer some time in the 

canteen, we would be very grateful for any assistance.   

AFTERNOON MESSAGES can be given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school 

administration area is a very busy time at the end of the school day and it is very difficult to get a message to stu-

dents who have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to 

get a message to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school administration prior 

to 2.30pm. Thank you for your assistance with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tinned Goods  Canned Goods 

 Toothpaste  Tooth Brushes 

 Toiletries  Long-Life Products 

FLEXISCHOOLS is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for canteen orders from home or on your 

mobile.  Register for Flexischools or manage your account by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. Once you have 

submitted your email address an email will be sent to you detailing how to complete your registration.  

MVAC ON FACEBOOK Manning Valley Anglican College is on Facebook! Join us at www.facebook.com/mvac to 

enjoy photos, video, news and announcements from the College. 

REMINDER: DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP  Search ‘MVAC’ on the App Store (iOS devices), Google Play 

Store (Android Devices) or App Store (Windows Phones) and look for our logo (shown right). Remember to set or 

update your Year groups to get the most relevant and up-to-date information for parents. 
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