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 “An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.” 
 Proverbs 18:15 

Important Dates 

30 July                                      HRIS Secondary Athletics 

31 July                                                            ICAS English 

1 August                        HRIS Cultural Festival 

3 August                                    SCAS Challenge Primary 

6 August      K-12 Parent Teacher Interviews 

10 August                                                      NAIDOC Day 

14 August                                            ICAS Mathematics 

15 August                P & F Meeting 

16 August                                    HRIS Primary Athletics 

20 August              Cool Kids Parent & Student Session 

21 August      HRIS Primary Netball/Football Gala Day 

22 August                                                            Book Fair 

24-31 August                              Trial HSC Examinations 

26 August       Tournament of the Minds 

31 August                                     Fathers Day Breakfast 

3-6 September                                         Year 5/6 Camp 

17-26 September                 Smiles on Site Dental Visit 

19-26 September                         Year 11 Examinations 

14 September                                          AICES Athletics 

24-26 September                                     Year 3/4 Camp 

27 September   Year 12 Valedictory Service & Formal 

28 September                                     Term 3 Concludes 

Study Leave 

While I had a very rewarding study leave overseas, it is 
always good to be home, returning to our wonderful 
school.  As a principal, I have many thoughts to now 
consider, arising from the schools I visited and the con-
ferences I attended.  When I commenced my thinking 
about my study leave, and following discussions and 
further reading, I decided to concentrate on the consid-
eration of the outworking of the foundational aims and 
objectives of schools I also wanted to consider the na-
ture of leadership within the schools outside the formal 
student leadership structures. 
 
I was fascinated to see that many people at the schools 

I visited were unable to really articulate what the foun-

dational aims of their schools were.  Rather they simply 

referred back to the mission statement of the school.  

Not long after this I had the opportunity to spend two 

hours in a workshop with Professor Yoram Harpaz, 

Head of Principals’ Training Dept. Faculty of Education, 

Beit Berl College Israel.  Professor Harpaz supervises 

the Al Qasemi Centre for Innovation in Education, Al-

Qasemi College, Israel.  These two hours were perhaps 

the most significant of my study leave as the discussion 

with Professor Harpaz clarified much of my thinking 

about what makes a great school. 

 

His presentation was entitled, 

“How to design an educational environment in six 

steps or how to think education”.  Professor Harpaz 

stated that never before in history so many people were 

engaged in designing new educational environments - 

new kindergartens, new schools, new colleges. This 

phenomenon is accompanied by the widespread mis-

trust of the old educational environments and the entre-

preneurial spirit of current education.  In short, he said  

that we need to decide what sort of school we really 

want, what the story is we are going to tell of that school  

and what we want our graduates to look like.  It was 

very reassuring to know that MVAC has our very own 

story to tell and that the high standards we are setting 

will influence what our graduates will look like.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+18%3A15&version=ESV


 

 

POLICE LIAISON VISIT: During this week we welcomed Senior Constable Steve Jeffery back to the school to make 

important presentations to our students.  Presentations included: K-2 Stanger Danger, Year 3-4 Keeping Safe, Year 

5-10 Cyber Safety and Year 11-12 Forensics and the Law.  Some important Information fact sheets can be found in 

the newsletter.  We sincerely thank Steve for giving up his time to make these very worthwhile and informative 

presentations. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS: The Kindergarten to Year 12 Semester Two Parent/Teacher Interviews will be 

held on Monday 6 August commencing at 3.30pm.  This is a great opportunity to discuss your child ’s progress with 

their class or subject teacher.  This event requires bookings to be made through Parent Lounge.  If you do not have 

a Parent Lounge account or are having difficulties logging in, please contact Administration to have the issues ad-

dressed. 

UNIFORM: We take pride in our uniform and the College has been taking particular care to ensure that all students 

are wearing our uniform properly.  If your child cannot be in the correct uniform, we ask that they bring a note from 

home, explaining the situation.  However, on sports days, if a student is unable to wear the correct sports uniform, 

then we ask that they wear their dress uniform to school and to get changed later at school. 

STUDENTS WHO ARE LATE TO SCHOOL: Rolls are marked each morning by teachers and are recorded directly 

onto our computer network.  If your child is late, they need to be “signed in” at the front office by a Parent/Carer  

The other fascinating premise that was put forward by several academics was that in thirty years 70% of the current 

workforce will have no work, as machines (robots) will be doing the work.  It makes us rethink the focus of education 

in the years to come. 

 

Term 3 

It was wonderful to welcome 10 new students into the College at the start of this term.  I am also delighted to say 

that we now have two full Year 7 classes for 2019 and waiting lists for some years.  While we are growing, we still 

aim to value add to every child and to know them and their needs.  I look forward to catching up with you all as the 

term progresses. 

Mrs Sandra Langford, Principal  



 

 

where the roll is adjusted to reflect their attendance and then they will be sent to class.  We encourage you to fol-

low this procedure as sometimes we needlessly chase absence notes when in fact they were late and had “slipped 

in” at recess or lunch. 

ABSENCE NOTICE: It is a Government requirement that all student absences are explained.  This term the school 

has introduced a new system to assist parents to explain a child’s absence.  Each morning the school will be send-

ing emails to parents of students who have not presented at pastoral group or roll call.  The email will request that 

the parent contact the school (via phone, email or using the Skoolbag app) and explain the absence.  Already this 

week, we have seen an improvement in explained absences. 

All schools are required to keep records of student attendance and notes are required (even for part of the day) to 

cover any absence.  We do ask for your continued support in this area.  

SMILES ON SITE: The school will be again be hosting Smiles on Site, a school based Australia wide Dental or-
ganisation.  Please find later in the newsletter an information sheet on their services.  They will be onsite for the 
week commencing Monday 17 September.  While here, they will offer dental services to all of our students. Per-
mission acknowledgement notes need to be returned if you want to take advantage of this wonderful service. 
 

Mr Andrew Jones, Deputy Principal 

ATHLETICS TEAMS: The School Athletics teams have been published and notes have been distributed via email.  
Congratulations to all students who have made the MVAC Representative Teams.  We wish our Secondary team 
all the best when they compete at the HRIS Championships next Monday. 
 
Primary team training will be held as follows and all team members are encouraged to attend: 
 

Sunday 29 July Taree Rec Grounds 12pm to 3pm 
Discus, Shot Put and Javelin 12pm to 1pm 
Running Events 1pm to 2pm 
Long Jump and High Jump 2pm to 3pm 
 
Friday 3 August Taree Rec Grounds, to be conducted as part of sport. 
Friday 10 August Taree Rec Grounds, to be conducted as part of sport. 

 
SCAS – MVAC CHALLENGE: The annual challenge between Manning Valley Anglican College and St Columba 
Anglican College will take place on Friday 3 August from 10am.  This year MVAC will be hosting this event, which 
encompasses Primary Netball and Football.  Teams have been selected and have commenced training.  Feel free 
to come along on the day and support the MVAC teams.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS: At MVAC we like to celebrate in the achievements of our students.  Some of these achieve-
ments happened in outside of school sports that we are not aware of.  If your child is performing at a regional or 
over level we would like to celebrate with them.  Please feel free to email me with the details. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
30 July HRIS Secondary Athletics – Newcastle 
3 August SCAS – MVAC Primary Challenge. Hosted by MVAC 
16 August HRIS Primary Athletics – Newcastle 
21 August HRIS Primary Netball/Football Gala Day 
 

Mr Andrew Jones, K-6 Sports Co-ordinator 



 

 

As we reach the conclusion of Week 1 it hasn’t taken the Primary students long to slide back into the routine of Col-
lege life.  In addition to settling back into their classrooms, many of our students are already enthusiastically training 
and rehearsing for representative soccer, netball, and debating.  It has been pleasing to see these students so moti-
vated to represent their school and our dedicated teachers so eager to drive these programs from day one of term. 

It has been a year of significant growth at MVAC and that trend has continued in Term 3. This week we are pleased 
to welcome eight new students who have joined us in the Primary school. While the transition to a new school can be 
a daunting occasion for students and their immediate families, having spoken to a number of our new students it was 
pleasing to discover how quickly the unease faced by many of them melted away as they were made to feel so wel-
come by their newly acquired peers. 

On Wednesday, Police Liaison Officer, Senior Constable Steve Jeffery visited the College to deliver a number of 
presentations to our students, covering such topics as Stranger Danger, Keeping Safe, and Cyber Safety. The infor-
mation presented to the Year 5 and 6 students concerning Cyber Safety was particular relevant and impactful for a 
cohort of students who may not necessarily understand the potential risks associated with a life lived online. 

Next Friday, MVAC will be hosting the always well-drilled Primary soccer and netball teams from St. Columba Angli-
can School (SCAS), Port Macquarie. In addition to providing our students with the opportunity to put their sporting 
skills to the test against incredibly challenging opposition, the SCAS challenge serves as very good preparation for 
the upcoming HRIS Primary Soccer and Netball Gala Days later in the term.  Games will commence from 10am. 

This term, students in Years 3-6 will be attending their annual school camps. Firstly, in Week 7, our Year 5 and 6 
students will make their way to Canberra for four days of what will feel like an extended Winter. Then in Week 10, our 
Year 3 and 4 students will make the much shorter journey to Morisset for three days of adventure and team-building. 
These camps provide students with the opportunity to acquire valuable life skills through participation in a range of 
educational and social activities with their friends away from home.  In the coming weeks I will be sending out further 
information regarding these camps.  

Have a spectacular weekend! 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Head of Primary  

The Kindergarten children enjoyed making a hitsuji - sheep in their Japanese class. They are learning about farm 
animals.  

Mrs Elizabeth Gedge, Japanese Teacher 



 

 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS 
 

Our canteen is open Tuesday - Thursday. We 
would like to ask that all parents and grandpar-
ents consider volunteering in our 
Canteen. Thursday’s are particu-
larly busy so if you are able to 
help please contact the College.   

 

UPDATING STUDENT DETAILS 

Please ensure you have up to date contact details for 

your child. This includes address, phone, email address 

and emergency contacts.  Medical information should 

also be updated if necessary.  Details can be updated 

through Parent Lounge or by contacting the College Of-

fice. 

 

RECESS & LUNCH ITEMS 
 

Parents are reminded that it is preferred that fast 

food is not delivered to students at school or at 

sporting events.  We appreciate your support in 

this matter. 

Year 12 Students: As they approach the HSC please pray for Amber, Valmarie, Natalee, Faith, Ryder, Char-
lotte, Dakoda-Jae, Jacab, Kirsten, Gordon, David, Maddison and Erin that God would enable them to use their time 
to prepare thoroughly and that they may be protected from anxiety and unhelpful stress.  Please pray for their fami-
lies at this time too. 
 
Youth Group: Moves from being fortnightly to weekly this term and will alternate between MVAC and Saint Mat-
thew’s Anglican Church in Bent Street, Wingham.  On the weeks that youth group is held at Saint Matthew’s, stu-
dents will travel from MVAC and back using the Wingham Anglican bus.  Cost is $2.00  For more information contact 
the Rev. Brian Ford (0481 099 640), Mr Grant Abbott (0447 667 389) or myself. 
 
Confirmation: Those baptised students over the age of 14, wishing to receive the Christian rite of confirma-
tion, are encouraged to speak with me or to contact the Rev. Brian Ford (0481 099 640).  Bishop Charlie Murry, who 
is responsible for parishes in the coastal region of the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, will be administering Confir-
mation at Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church, Wingham during the 9:45am Sunday Service on 12 August.  Confirma-
tion lessons are not necessary as all MVAC students undertake Christian Studies lessons. 
 
First Communion: Students wishing to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time are very wel-
come to speak to me or to contact the Rector (i.e. parish priest) of their local parish: 
 
-The Anglican Parish of Taree (including Old Bar)  
  Father Peter Tinney - 0451 677 701 
-The Anglican Parish of Wingham (including Tinonee & Marlee)  
 The Rev. Brain Ford - 0481 099 640 
-The Anglican Parish of Forster/Tuncurry (including Nabiac & Dyers Crossing) 
 The Rev. Mark Harris - 0425 265 547       
-The Anglican Parish of Harrington/Coopernook (including Lansdowne, Upper Lansdowne & Mitchells Island)  
  Father Roger Sharr - 02 4934 6070 
 
Blue Cross Connect: This is the name of the informal Eucharist (Holy Communion service) and parish din-
ner held on the third Sunday of the month at the parish hall of Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street, Taree. 
Blue Cross Connects starts at 4:30pm and the next one will be 19 August.  All are very welcome to come along. 
 
Faith & Fellowship @4: This informal service is held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month at 
Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church, (Bent Street, Wingham) and is followed by a shared meal.  All are very welcome 
to come along. 
 
Prayerful best wishes for Term 3. 

Mr Greg Anderson, Chaplain 

MVAC SCARVES   
We currently have MVAC embroidered scarves for sale 

at the office.  Perfect for those cold days at school. Only 

$15.00  Please see the Office staff if you would like to 

purchase one. 
 

DRIZA-BONE JACKETS 

We also have a limited supply of Driza-Bone jackets for 

sale at the office. Small & Medium Adult sizes available 

for $50.00 



 

 

                             TAREE ATHLETIC CLUB INC.                                                                                                  
                                 PO Box 959, Taree NSW 2430  

                                   (Incorporating Little Athletics and Senior Athletics) 
 

Welcome to Taree Athletic Club for the 2018-2019 Season.    
                                                                          

Taree Athletic Club meets weekly at the Basketball Side of the Taree  
Recreation Ground.   Athletics is a fun sport covering all aspects of running, jumping and throwing events.  

  
This year’s season will commence with Registration Days on Friday 7th and 14th of September commencing 

at 4.30 till 5.30pm at Taree Rec ground. 
 

All registrations are online this year at http://www.littleathletics.com.au/  
click online registration and follow prompts.  

  
Athletics first competition day is Friday 21st September - 4.30pm start. 

  
Our current Annual Registration Fees are as follows:-  

  
Tiny Tots (3 - 4 years) and U6’s - $100.00  

U7’s - U17’s - $100.00  

 
Come down for a 2 week trial and see how much fun you can have and meet new friends.  

Any questions, look us up on Facebook or ring:  Rebecca 0419 247 709 or Jody 0417 697 364 

 
 

 

SKOOLBAG UPGRADE 
 
SkoolBag is being updated with some improvements to give you more control over the content 
and notifications you receive.  You do not need to download an update, however, you will notice 
some changes when using the app. 
 
Save Subscription Group Settings Across Devices  
You will be invited to set up a username and password when opening the app.  These details will be saved to al-
low for quick access in the future. Your account details allow you to log into the SkoolBag app on different devices 
and see the same groups and subscription settings.  After logging in, you will be prompted to subscribe to groups. 
 
Groups Menu 
The Groups icon at the bottom of the screen will now show information that only relates to the specific groups to 
which you've subscribed. You can modify these group settings at any time if you decide to change your group 
preferences. 
 
Personalised Notifications 
Once logged into SkoolBag, the notification icon in the upper right corner will only appear in relation to your notifi-
cation preferences.  You will still have access to information about the whole school via the "Home" section, but 
these changes will help you tailor our app to better suit your needs.  

http://www.littleathletics.com.au/


DONATIONS  WELCOMED 

Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street, Taree runs an emergency relief service every Wednesday for those 

who are struggling financially in our local region. If you are able to donate any of the items below to this worthwhile 

ministry it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

 

P & F MEETING  The next  P & F Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 August at 6.00pm.  All parents/carers are 

welcome to attend.   

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  The canteen is open Tuesday - Thursday. If you are able to volunteer some time in the 

canteen, we would be very grateful for any assistance.   

AFTERNOON MESSAGES can be given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school 

administration area is a very busy time at the end of the school day and it is very difficult to get a message to stu-

dents who have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to 

get a message to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school administration prior 

to 2.30pm. Thank you for your assistance with this. 

 

 

FLEXISCHOOLS is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for canteen orders from home or on your 

mobile.  Register for Flexischools or manage your account by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. Once you have sub-

mitted your email address an email will be sent to you detailing how to complete your registration.  

 

 

 

MVAC ON FACEBOOK Manning Valley Anglican College is on Facebook! Join us at www.facebook.com/

mvacollege to enjoy photos, video, news and announcements from the College. 

 

 

 

REMINDER: DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP  Search ‘MVAC’ on the App Store (iOS devices), Google Play 

Store (Android Devices) or App Store (Windows Phones) and look for our logo (shown right). Remember to set or 

update your Year groups to get the most relevant and up-to-date information for parents. 

 

 Tinned Goods  Canned Goods 

 Toothpaste  Tooth Brushes 

 Toiletries  Long-Life Products 



DAY ACTIVITY TIME LOCATION TEACHER

BOOKING REQUIRED Email the 

teacher

MONDAY Chess Club - ALL Lunch time P2-2 Mr Sanders and Mr Anderson

School Band - Secondary Lunch time C5 Mr Saunders Week B- Selected Students

Maker Space - ALL Lunch time Library Mrs Randall and Mr Diessel

 Netball - Primary Lunch time Courts Miss Geerts

Debating - Primary Lunch time P32 Mrs Kennedy 

TUESDAY

Stage 4 (Yr 7/8) Home work help Any subject Before School E1 Mrs Carmichael

Chess Club - ALL Lunch time P2-2 Mr Sanders and Mr Anderson

Maker Space - ALL Lunch time Library Mrs Randall and Mr Diessel

Public Speaking - Primary Lunch time B1 Mrs Kennedy/Mrs Brown

Dance - Primary/Secondary Lunch time Hall Mrs Bean and Mrs Gale Selected Studemts

Coding - Primary/Secondary After School Library Mr Diessel Cost involved

Musical - Aladdin After School Hall

Mr Jones (Liaison) - Conducted through Got you Back Productions - 

3.45pm to 6.45pm Cost Involved

WEDNESDAY Secondary Fitness Before School Secondary Oval Mr Watkins

Science Study Skills - Secondary Lunch time E2 Mrs Martin Only Week B

Chess Club - ALL Lunch time P2-2 Mr Sanders and Mr Anderson

Football - Primary Lunch time Primary Oval Mrs Douglass

Maker Space - ALL Lunch time Library Mrs Randall and Mr Diessel

 Netball - Primary Lunch time Courts Miss Geerts

THURSDAY Football - Primary Lunch time Primary Oval Mrs Douglass

Technology Assistance Lunch time C1 Mr Ferguson

HSC Mathematics Help After School D3 Mrs Randall

FRIDAY Coding Club - Infants/Primary Before School Kirby Lab Mr MacAulay and Mr Godwin

K-2 Reading/Homework Help Before School B2 Mrs Brown/Miss Griffiths

School Band - Secondary Lunch time C5 Mr Saunders Week A - Selected Students

Football - Primary Lunch time Primary Oval Mrs Douglass

Youth Group - Upper Primary and Secondary 3.30pm to 5.00pm Hall Mr Anderson and Rev Brian Ford

WEEKENDS Blue Cross Connect 3rd Sunday of the Month St Johns Taree Mr Anderson, Mrs Brown and Mrs Bean Students and Families

Faith and Fellowship at 4 4th Sunday of the Month St Matthews Wingham Mr Anderson,  Mr Jones Students and Families
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