
– of identities, cultures and history, something our Col-
lege views as important to be a part of. Parents are most 
welcome to join us from 11.15am on the day. 

NAPLAN TESTING: Naplan testing has commenced this 
week. There have been reports in the media that the 
online process has had issues. I am pleased to report 
that our students have not experienced any of these 
problems. Even more pleasing have been the positive 
reports from our students. Naplan results are designed 
so that teachers gain more information about the learn-
ing that occurs in our school and can take action to work 
on specific areas where necessary. As a School we re-
ceive very detailed results. We can use these to careful-
ly analyse our student’s results and target the areas that 
are revealed as needing explicit teaching. I congratulate 
all the students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 for their approach  
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 Let the name of the Lord be blessed: from this time forward and forever. Psalm 113, Verse 2. 

Important Dates 

14-22 May                                                 NAPLAN Online 

20 May                                     Taree Eisteddfod Dancing 

21 May                        HRIS Secondary Netball Gala Day 

28 May        Kindergarten 2020 Information Afternoon 

29 May                      Year 11 2020 Information Evening 

30 May                         MVAC Primary Athletics Carnival 

31 May                    MVAC Secondary Athletics Carnival 

4 June                          Year 7 2020 Information Evening 

4 June                                                 AICES Cross Country 

12 June                                                         P & F Meeting 

19 June       Stage 5 2020 Elective Information Evening 

19 June                              HRIS Primary Public Speaking 

27 June                                          Year 10 Immunisations 

28 June                                          MVAC Foundation Day 

28 June                                                  Term 2 Concludes 

22 July                                                Term 3 Commences 

Term 2 is definitely in full swing with many activities hap-
pening around the College. It is delightful to walk around 
and witness our students engrossed in their lessons and 
the many different learning activities that we offer. 
 
UNIFORM: This  week all students have transitioned 
into full winter uniform. Most students are coming to 
school each day in the correct uniform which is very 
pleasing. There are some who are not in the correct 
shoes and on occasion, non-school jumpers. I remind 
parents of our uniform expectations and request that you 
assist us in ensuring that the expectation is maintained. 
New uniforms can be purchased from Lowes in Taree or 
second hand uniforms by contacting the school admin-
istration. We are of the understanding that there are 
some back order issues being experienced at Lowes 
and will take this into account when addressing this with 
students. 
 
RECONCILIATION DAY – SEA OF HANDS: After at-
tending the Samaritans Foundation and Anglican Dio-
cese of Newcastle Reconciliation Day in 2019, the Col-
lege has decided to conduct its own Reconciliation Day. 
The service will occur on Wednesday 29 May at 
11.15am. 
 
We will have many local dignitaries present, as well as 
representatives from local clergy and the Samaritans 
Foundation. The service will culminate in the planting of 
“hands” at the front of the College. 
 
The Sea of Hands is one of ANTaR’s (Australians for 
Native Title and Reconciliation) major reconciliation 
community campaigns. The first Sea of Hands was held 
on the 12 October 1997, when hands in the colours of 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags, each one 
carrying a signature from the Citizen’s Statement, were 
installed in front of Parliament House in what was then 
the largest public art installation in Australia. The Sea of 
Hands has since become a symbol of the People’s 
Movement for Reconciliation. Today, the hands symbol-
ise community support for Reconciliation, Rights and 
Respect. Planting a sea of hands is an act of recognition  



 

 

to the exams and thank the many teachers who have supervised and administered the tests. 
 
MOTHERS DAY CELEBRATIONS: What a fantastic turn out we had for our Mother’s Day Breakfast. It was great to 
see so many mothers and grandmothers sitting down and enjoying breakfast with their children. Many mums com-
mented to me that it was a wonderful way to start their Mother’s Day weekends. 
 
Thank you to the students of Year 12 and the many staff who prepared the food and the hall for this event. Thank 
you also to the Parents and Friends Association who ran another very successful Mother’s Day stall. 
 
TAREE EISTEDDFOD: Congratulations to all of our students who have been performing in the Taree Eisteddfod. 
Whether you have been competing for the school or an outside performing arts company or group, the results this 
year have been outstanding. 
 
2020 ENROLMENTS: We are currently interviewing new students for 2020. If you know of anyone who is intending 
to enrol children at the school next year please inform them that they should contact the office and make an appoint-
ment to discuss enrolment. This is particularly important for those enrolling in Kindergarten and Year 7 as places are 
starting to fill.  
 
YEAR 11 2020 INFORMATION NIGHT: An information night for Year 11 2020 (Current Year 10 students) has been 
organised for Wednesday 29 May 2019 commencing at 6.00pm in the College Hall. On the night information will be 
provided on subject choice in 2020, vocational educational options, requirements for the Higher School Certificate 
and other aspects of senior studies. Teachers will be on hand to discuss all topics surrounding the HSC and subject 
choice. We look forward to seeing our current Year 10 students and their parents on the night. 
 
BUSES: Eggins have positively responded to the numbers that were on the former Bus 20, that leaves MVAC for 
Taree at 3.15pm. They have now put on Bus 13 as an extra bus. To assist parents and students with what bus to 
catch the following needs to be observed. 
 
Bus 13: Any student who: gets off the bus before Chatham High or Taree High, proceeds onto Taree West, or are in 
Primary School or a Secondary student who has a sibling in Primary School. 
Bus 20: Any student who: Goes onto Blackhead or is in Secondary School (with no siblings in Primary School) 

 
Mr Andrew Jones, Deputy Principal 

As the canteen continues to review it’s menu options there are now a number of home made items available, for 
example, pasta bolognaise, pizza pockets and a variety of healthy treats.  Currently these may only be available as 
specials as we work to create a new and exciting canteen menu. If you have any feedback or suggestions please 
email Mrs Chrystal and Mrs Ward via canteen@mvac.nsw.edu.au  

The canteen is also looking for volunteers to assist on Monday to Thursdays. If you are available to donate any of 
your time on any day it would be gratefully appreciated.  



 

 

With Term 2 now well under way there appears to be no reprieve from the abundance of academic, sporting and cul-
tural opportunities available to our Primary students. 

Last week, many of our students enjoyed having the opportunity to flex their collaborative problem-solving muscles at 
the da Vinci Decathlon and Science and Engineering Challenge. Both events, which required our students to engage 
in competitive team-based challenges, really pushed many to their intellectual limits – with pleasing results! 

During this week’s assembly the first Respect and Learning badges for 
2019 were presented to some incredibly well-deserving students. The sig-
nificance of being awarded Respect, Responsibility and Learning badges in 
the Primary should never be overlooked. Students awarded these badges 
have had to demonstrate a consistent dedication to excelling in one of these 
areas. Students who are awarded all three badges are then awarded their 
Bronze Merit badge and have the opportunity to progress to their Silver and 
Gold Merit badges. 

This coming Wednesday 22 May (at approximately 11am) our K-3 students will be taking part in 
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS). NSS is held annually by the Australian Library and Infor-
mation Association (ALIA) and involves a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian 
author and illustrator, being read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare cen-
tres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. The NSS aims to pro-
mote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores age-
appropriate themes. To celebrate this year’s NSS, Mrs Stonehouse will be reading Alpacas with 
Maracas by Matt Cosgrove. 

The very next day, we will be welcoming author Anna Fienberg and author/illustrator Leila Rudge, who will both be 
visiting the College to engage our students in a series of writing and illustrating workshops as part of MidCoast Coun-
cil’s Great Books Festival. I’m sure our students will thoroughly enjoy engaging in this wonderful event. 

In the coming weeks, a number of our students will tap into their creative reserves as they tread the boards at the 
Manning Entertainment Centre during this year’s Taree and District Eisteddfod. I’m sure all involved will shine like 
stars, and I certainly look forward to enjoying their well-crafted performances. 

Have a democratic weekend! 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Head of Primary 



 

 

Weekly Sport Reminder 
All students must have the correct equipment to participate in their designated sport each week. I would like to re-
mind parents and students that the correct sports uniform is to be worn each sport day and during PDHPE practical 
lessons. The correct uniform is the school sport shirt, school jacket, school long pants, or school sport shorts, white 
school socks and joggers (preferably white) and the school bucket hat. Street shoes or slip on shoes are not appro-
priate for sporting activities as they do not do up tightly enough to support the ankle and foot and do not support the 
heel. If your child is having issues with uniform, please write a note or place a message in the child’s diary explain-
ing the issue.  
 
Recent sporting events 
Cross Country 
Congratulations to the all of the Cross Country team members who recently competed at the HRIS Secondary Car-
nival. The team consisted of the following students: Summer Turner, Breeana Talbot-Bell, River Thompson, Brooke 
Hosgood, Amarli Harrison, Tayla Wait, Allee Silvester, Lachlan Babington, Jonty Green, Thomas Hook, Harrison 
Thomas, Indira Reddie, Annika Doolan, Makayla Saunders, Charlotte Walton, Cooper Walton, Charlie Rigney-
Cook, Ezekiel Phillips, Jasmine Wilson, Benjamin Inkson, Zachariah Phillips, Timothy Abbott, Brianna Wheeler, Eli-
jah Bennell, Matthew Pienaar, Harrison Walton. 
 
Two students were successful in gaining a position on the HRIS team to com-
pete at the AICES Carnival which will be held on Tuesday 4 June.  
 
Well done to Summer Turner and Brooke Hosgood. 
 
HRIS Netball Gala Day 
Congratulations to the students who have been selected to play in the upcom-
ing HRIS Netball Gala Day. This will be held in Newcastle next Tuesday 21 
May in Week 4. We wish all the students and staff a successful day.   
 
MVAC Athletics Carnival 
The Annual Secondary School Athletics Carnival will be held on Friday 31 May during Week 5. All students will 
compete in compulsory field and track events.  Which house will be victorious in 2019…Parker…Hawkins…
O’Reilly?  
 
Futsal 
The Manning Futsal Gala Day will be held on Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 May during Week 5. Students have 
nominated with some teams needing trials. These will be held over the next week allowing the final team selections 
to take place.  
 
MVAC Under 15’s Football - Gala Day to be held in Newcastle during Week 8. 
MVAC Opens Basketball - Gala Day to be held in Newcastle during Week 9. 
 

Mr Luke Rowe, Teacher in Charge of Sport 7-12 

Here we are, nearly half way through 2019 already.  This year, your Parents and Friends Association have been 
busy with Easter and Mother’s Day, along with planning some great activities for the remainder of the year . 
 
Currently we are working on a number of exciting projects.  The group is working towards gaining government 
grants to install water stations in the playground, to encourage our children to stay hydrated in the warmer months.  
We have a Father’s Day breakfast and stall in September, along with the Spring Fair.  We have made contact with 
various organisations to ensure our projects are not only fun and interactive, but also up to date with current trends 
and influences. 
 
As our school community continues to grow, we aspire to work more closely with the school and build stronger con-
nections with our school community.  We welcome all parents/carers or friends to our meetings and embrace new 
perspectives and any suggestions you may have.  Our next meeting will take place at the College on the 12 June at 
6pm.  We hope to see you there. 
 

Ms Jess Smith, P & F President 



 

 

Term 2 Sport 

Over the coming weeks, Years 3 - 6 will enjoy skill development centred around Athletic disciplines during sport. 
They will learn the techniques to throw, shot and jump to ensure they have a record breaking success of a day at the 
Athletics Carnival in the coming weeks. 

Additionally, Mr Rowe will be running Athletics training of a Thursday afternoon from 3.25 - 3.55pm for those inter-
ested. 

K- 2 Gymnastics has started during afternoon Sport and has been a tumbling success. 

This year, K-2 students will travel to the Athletics Carnival from 9am with the rest of the school to participate in ath-
letic orientated activities. They will then enjoy an early lunch at 11am before travelling back to school at 11.30am so 
they are able to continue their rotation of gymnastics for sport.  

Futsal 

Stage 2 & 3 hopeful futsal players have been put through their paces this week in hope of selection for the upcoming 
gala day. Trials will continue next week with teams being announced at the end of the week. There will be further 
opportunities for those not selected to participate in alternate gala days down the track.  

Basketball.  

MVAC students have been developing their skills with both myself and Mr 
Lamb and the practise is paying off with students really starting to exhibit 
some basketball skills. Next week students will be in their teams and will 
begin basketball in the local comp. Best of luck to the MVAC Vipers, Bulls 
and Panthers.  

Mrs Sonia Kennedy, Teacher in Charge of Sport K-6 



 

 

 
YEAR 10 SCIENCE 

Our Year 10 students had a fantastic day at The Mid Coast Science 
& Engineering Challenge recently. The students were involved in a 
wide range of activities during the day and they were commended 
on their enthusiastic participation and their beautiful manners. We 
would like to congratulate all the students on their achievements, 
attitude and behaviour.  

Mrs Sally Martin & Mrs Elizabeth Fell, Science Teachers 

YEAR 9 PDHPE 
 
This week 9 PDHPE students were able to participate in 
learning the skills of the standing shotput as shown in 
the photos. Over the coming week students will develop 
their shotput technique further.  
 

Mr Luke Rowe, Year 9 PDHPE Teacher  

YEAR 8 FOOD/AGRICULTURE  

Year 8 Food/Agriculture class used vegetables 
from their garden at school to make stir fry. The 
students have been growing some great produce 
and it was a great experience for them to take 
their vegetables from paddock to plate. Well 
done Year 8.  

Mrs Emma Gale, Technology Teacher 



 

 

Mid North Coast da Vinci Decathlon 

Last week teams from the MVAC Carpe Diem Years 5 to 10 classes participated in the Mid North Coast da Vinci De-
cathlon. This competition involved up to 24 teams from various schools from Taree through to Coffs Harbour assem-
bling at St Columba Anglican School in Port Macquarie for the Decathlon. Throughout the day, students worked col-
laboratively with their team members to solve various challenges across a range of academic disciplines, including; 
Science, Creative Producers, English, Ideation, Mathematics, Engineering, Art and Poetry, Cartography, Code 
Breaking and General Knowledge. 

On Tuesday, our Year 7 team (Alexander Langford, Amber Northam, Eden Rogers, Harrison Thomas, Jacqui Ste-
venson, Katie Tisdell, Ruby Dunn, Katelyn Matuszny) achieved third place in both Ideation and Code Breaking. The 
Year 7 team was placed 8th overall. The Year 7 & 8 combined team (Sarah Randall, Nicholas Lampen, Kalin Woods, 
Abbie Doust, Zachary Challacombe, Annika Doolan, Makayla Saunders, Cooper Walton) achieved third place in Sci-
ence and Cartography. The combined Year 7 & 8 team was placed 12th overall. 

On Wednesday, our Combined Year 9 & 10 team (Chelsea Harvey, Aidan Watson, Brenden Watman, Cody Clark, 
Timika Lee, Ben Inkson, Brennan Grayson, Regan Scotford) found the Decathlon challenging and were placed 19 th 
overall. 

On Thursday, our Year 5 team (Jasmine Thornton, Lukas Lampen, Matilda Dunn, Matthew Randall, Phanu Pritchard, 
Sukhmeen Sohal, Benjamin Matuszny, Dallas Rogers, Maddison Laws) achieved third place in Mathematics and 
Code Breaking and were placed 14th overall. Our Year 6 team (Connor Chrystal, Diya Nookala, Hunter Chapman, 
Rian Watkins, Ava Simnett, Finlay Primmer, Imogen Saville, Oliver Somers, William Thomas) achieved second place 
in General Knowledge and third place in Cartography. Overall, the Year 6 team was placed 16th. 

Thank you to the parents and carers for your assistance with the early start. Well done to the students who endured 
five hours of intense thinking and collaborating in the ten challenges which were set well above their usual school 
levels. 

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 

Year 5 Team Year 6 Team Year 7 Team 

Year 7/8 Team Year 9/10 Team 



 

 

“Cool Kids” & “Chilled”– Helping students, and their parents/carers, to deal with their anxiety. 

Parent/Carer Information Session on Tuesday – 21 May at 5:30pm in MVAC Hall. 
In mid-2017, our College launched a new initiative to assist students who may be anxious about school or home 
events. Cool Kids is a program specific to students in Years 2 to 6 while Chilled is for Secondary students. It is the 
College’s intention to run either or both Cool Kids and Chilled during Terms Two and Three this year, so all parents 
and carers are invited to learn more about this program. 
 
About the Cool Kids/Chilled Programs 
The Cool Kids/Chilled programs have been running at Macquarie University since 1993. They are structured, skills-
based programmes that teach children and teenagers, and their parents, how to better manage their child’s anxiety. It 
involves the participation of both children and their parents, and focuses on teaching clear and practical skills. The 
program has undergone continual scientific evaluation and development to include the latest understanding of anxiety 
and its treatment. After completing the Program, Macquarie University found that there had been marked increases in 
school attendance, academic achievement, confidence, number of friends and involvement in extra-curricular activi-
ties and decreases in worry, shyness, fear and family distress. 
 
Topics covered in the Program include: 
 Learning about feelings and anxiety 
 Learning to think more realistically 
 Parenting an anxious child 
 Fighting fear by facing fear (stepladders) 
 Learning other coping skills such as building assertiveness or learning to solve problems 
 
Cool Kids and Chilled at MVAC 
The Cool Kids/Chilled programmes are run at MVAC by Mr Peter Sanders and Mr Eamonn Lawless. Both Mr Sand-
ers and Mr Lawless have completed the training which was run by Macquarie University, and they are qualified to 
lead and support the Cool Kids/Chilled programmes. 
 
Ten sessions will be held during school time, and there will be three additional sessions run with parents and stu-
dents attending, one at the start of the program and one part-way through the ten sessions, and one at the conclu-
sion of the program. These three child and parent/carers sessions are held in the evenings (5:30pm to 7:30pm) 
 
For more information and to enrol your child into the Primary Cool Kids Program or the Secondary Chilled program, 
please join us at the MVAC Hall on Tuesday 21 May, commencing at 5:30pm. 
 
For more information, or to notify that you are intending to attend the Information Session, please contact Mr Peter 
Sanders at p.sanders@mvac.nsw.edu.au . 

mailto:p.sanders@mvacollege.nsw.edu.au


DONATIONS  WELCOMED 

Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street Taree runs an emergency relief service every Wednesday for those 
who are struggling financially in our local region. If you are able to donate any of the items below to this worthwhile 
ministry it would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support. 
Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

 

P & F MEETING  The next  P & F Meeting will be held on Wednesday 12 June at 6.00pm.  All parents/carers are 
welcome to attend.   

CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS  The canteen is open Monday - Thursday. If you are able to volunteer some time in the 
canteen, we would be very grateful for any assistance.   

AFTERNOON MESSAGES can be given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school 
administration area is a very busy time at the end of the school day and it is very difficult to get a message to stu-
dents who have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to 
get a message to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school administration prior 

to 2.30pm. Thank you for your assistance with this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tinned Goods  Canned Goods 

 Toothpaste  Tooth Brushes 

 Toiletries  Long-Life Products 

FLEXISCHOOLS is the fast, convenient and secure way to order and pay for canteen orders from home or on your 
mobile.  Register for Flexischools or manage your account by visiting www.flexischools.com.au. Once you have 
submitted your email address an email will be sent to you detailing how to complete your registration.  

MVAC ON FACEBOOK Manning Valley Anglican College is on Facebook! Join us at www.facebook.com/mvac to 
enjoy photos, video, news and announcements from the College. 

REMINDER: DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP  Search ‘MVAC’ on the App Store (iOS devices), Google Play 
Store (Android Devices) or App Store (Windows Phones) and look for our logo (shown right). Remember to set or 
update your Year groups to get the most relevant and up-to-date information for parents. 



DAY ACTIVITY TIME LOCATION TEACHER

BOOKING 

REQUIRED Email 

the teacher

K-6 Reading Hub Before School Learning Support Area Mrs Sanders

K-12 Chess Club Lunchtime Carpe Diem Room Mr Sanders

7-12 Maths Club Lunchtime D3 Mrs Randall

7-12 Academic Assistance Lunchtime E3 Mrs Palmer

Band Practice Lunchtime Hall Mr Saunders

Drama Production - The Wizard of Oz -  

12 years and over
After School Hall Mr Jones

Booking with Got Ya 

Back Productions, 

fees apply

K-12 Chess Club Lunchtime Carpe Diem Room Mr Sanders

K-6 Netball Lunchtime Primary Courts Miss Geerts

7-12 Technology Lunchtime D3 Mrs Wheeler

7-12 Garden Club Lunchtime Science Lab Mrs Fell

K-6 Basketball After School Saxby's Stadium Mrs Kennedy

K-12 Fitness Training Before School Secondary Oval Mr Watkins
Bring a change of 

clothes

K-2 Choir Lunchtime Kindergarten Room Mrs Baker

K-6 Basketball Skills Lunchtime Primary Courts Mrs Kennedy

K-12 Athletics Coaching After School Secondary Oval Mr Rowe

K-6 Coding Before School 5G Room Mr Godwin and Mr MacAulay

7-12 Maths Club Lunchtime D3 Mrs Randall

K-2 Dance Lunchtime Hall Mrs Brown

Youth Group - Upper Primary and 

Secondary
3.30pm to 5.30pm Hall Mr Anderson and Rev Brian Ford

Faith and Fellowship at 4 5.30pm to 6.15pm St Matthews Wingham
Mr Anderson,  Mrs Palmer                   

Mrs Hauser, Mr Jones

Students and 

Families

WEEKEND Blue Cross Connect
3rd Sunday of the 

Month
St Johns Taree

Mr Anderson, Mrs Brown                       

Mrs Bean

Students and 

Families
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