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 "Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my 
covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion on you. Isaiah chapter 54, verse 10. 

Important Dates 
 

19 March                                        Year 7 Immunisations 

23 March           K - Year 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

23 March                                    2021 Scholarship Exams 

25 March                         Carpe Diem  Night of Notables 

26 March                          CIS Swimming Championships 

27 March                                                      Cross Country 

31 March           K - Year 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

9 April                       K - 6 Easter Hat & Hairstyle Parade 

9 April                                                    Term 1 Concludes 

28 April                                               Term 2 Commences 

Year 9/10 Camp 
It was with mixed feelings that we made the decision to 
postpone the camp on the Gold Coast next week. It was 
creating much excitement amongst the students, they  
now have something to look forward to later in the year. 
Given the current situation with Covid-19 it is in the best 
interests of the students to revise the date, and have the 
same schedule of events. A new date is currently in ne-
gotiation with the external provider. 
 
From the classroom 
Over the last few weeks we have been fine tuning some 
things that are taking place in the classroom to ensure 
that all students are receiving the best education we can 
offer. As such, the Heads of Department have intro-
duced a subject card. This card is designed to allow a 
student to identify goals specific to their class behaviour 
and participation in activities. This card is developed in 
consultation with the student, class teacher and Head of 
Department. The aim of the card is for the positive rein-
forcement of learning goals specific to that student. 
Parent/carer consultation is very important when man-
aging these situations. 
 
Communication 
I believe this to be a critical step in the development of 
the whole student. Communication between home and 
school is essential when addressing any issue, whether 
it be class based, socially based or behaviourally based. 
Every member of staff has an individual email address 
and have access to parent/carer emails via TASS. 
While phone calls can be a preferred method of commu-
nication, we understand and respect that many of us 
can be time poor. I have encouraged staff to use emails 
when necessary with the understanding that a more 
appropriate time can then be established if further dis-
cussion is required. I also invite parents/carers to keep 
staff ‘in the loop’ of any external issues which may im-
pact on the student. This can be a brief email to either 
the class teacher, the admin team or myself.  
 
Uniform 
We have a distinct and unique uniform. These uniforms 
are available for purchase from Lowes. While I have 
been pleased with the efforts, I am disappointed in 

students either wearing non school jumpers and incor-
rect shoes. I will be monitoring these uniforms now that 
we have reached the end of Week 7 and will be inform-
ing parent/carers of any repetition of uniform issues. I 
do ask for your assistance and understanding when it 
comes to dealing with these matters. 
 
Student Recognition  
At the next Senior School Assembly, we will be unveil-
ing a new student recognition section. We will be look-
ing to identify and reward those students who have ex-
celled either at school or in the wider community. I will 
be asking all staff for any nominations and I would also 
like to extend that invitation home, for parents/carers to 
email me anything they feel could be worthy of recogni-
tion which has occurred outside of school, ie medals at 
nippers on the weekend or volunteering in a community 
event. Students nominated (it can be a group as well) 
will then be presented at assembly and have a certifi-
cate awarded and 10 points added to their personal 
points tally. 
 
I encourage all parents to use the online booking sys-
tem for the parent teacher interviews in coming weeks. 
This is a valuable exercise in working together for each 
student. I will be available during the allocated interview 
times if you wish to discuss any matters with me direct-
ly. 

Mr Eamonn Lawless, Head of Senior School 



 

 

 

We are off and running in Prep and it has been a wonderful beginning for all involved. We have been looking at 
‘what’s around us’. This involves looking at different materials inside and out as part of Science and ‘who we are’ 
which is linked to Health and History.  

The children have been singing lots of number songs 
and revising colours and shapes. We have a book of 
the week which we make artworks about and have cre-
ative play based on the theme.  In the coming weeks 
we will begin our PreLit program which will develop the 
children’s phonological awareness skills in preparation 
for the beginning of reading and writing. 

We had our own water play activities in Week 4 as the 
rest of the school were busy competing in the Swim-
ming Carnival. I must say I was lucky it was a hot day 
as some of us got quite wet.  

Mrs Lauren Baker, P-2 Coordinator 

SNAPSHOT OF YEAR 6L 
 
Healthy Harold 
Elijah and Jasmine - We got to see Harold for our last time which was sad and 
brought back many memories. 
 
Swimming Carnival and Intensive Swimming 
Lani - It was a great experience to have a break from the school work and test our 
swimming. 
Tilly - I enjoyed the opportunity to test myself and hang out with friends. 
 
English 
Ben - We have been exploring persuasive device such as juxtaposition, rule of 3, similes, onomatopoeia and hyper-
boles. This helps to make our writing engaging and persuasive. 
Sukhmeen - We have been writing sizzling starts to make our writing more engaging and persuasive.  

 
Mr Nathan Lamb, Year 6 Teacher 



 

 

Last week, the P&F very kindly donated funds to purchase a towable grain feeder for our Care Farm. Our aim is 

to use this feeder for ration feeding any steers that are donated to the school for showing and carcase competi-

tions. We are very grateful for their support of Agriculture in the school. To date, we potentially have 4 steers do-

nated to the school and we are now waiting on some clear skies to finish the fence lines and complete the con-

crete pad and footings for the race and yards. 

Year 11 have been busy planting vegetables and herbs in the canteen gardens at the front of the school. Our 

tomatoes are enjoying the rain and are growing particularly well. Year 9 and 10 have been planting white and red 

seeded grapes, cleaned the animal troughs and have successfully managed to put a halter on Cocco, our choco-

late alpaca and lead her around the pen.  

Our 4 dedicated Year 12 students were tickled pink last week when their Royal 

Easter Show chickens, (which they have had since they were chicks) started 

laying eggs - a very proud moment indeed. Whilst waiting for our cattle yards to 

be completed, Year 12 are very fortunate to join Taree Christian College under 

the direction of Wayne Green for 2 hours every fortnight for the remainder of 

Term 1 to gain some experience in cattle husbandry. In class in addition to their 

studies, Year 12 have been working on a promotional i-Movie for the school’s 

cattle project, which they hope to send to local breeders to encourage further 

donations. We thank Mr Rob Chapman for his 

help in overseeing this process. 

Lastly, we are seeking donations to add to our tack room shed. We are wondering 

if any parents or family members have an old fridge that we could use to store our 

vaccines and drench supplies in. Other items we are in need of are brooms, bins 

with lids, horse brushes, insulated electric fence posts, post insulators/end pieces, 

electric fence tape, garden hoses and shed hooks. If you have any of these items 

new or used, we would be most appreciative. 

Many thanks to Kaylah Hammond (Year  9) for the following photos. 

Mrs Elizabeth Fell, Agriculture Teacher 



 

 

Swim Championships  

A huge congratulations to all students who not only swam at our MVAC Swimming Carnival but those that went on to 

represent us at HRIS at Lambton Pool. There were many PB’s swum and a great time had by all.  

 

Hunter Region Independent Schools (HRIS) Representative Sport Trialists.  

We have had several students travel ‘Newcastle way’ to trial for various sporting disciplines.  As you may be aware, 

we have a new system to ensure all eligible students have the opportunity to trial for various HRIS sports. Given that 

these trials are for students already performing at representative level and above, and that schools only have a lim-

ited number of allocations, we thank you for your understanding in that not every student can and will be allowed to 

attend.  

 

HRIS representative trials should not be confused with the many other opportunities students have to represent the 

school, including but not limited to; HRIS gala days; HRIS carnivals (Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics); local 

sporting gala days; the SCAS challenge and various sporting development days.  

 

AFL Development Day 

On Thursday this week, all students from K-6 had the opportunity to spend half an hour with some AFL coaching rep-

resentatives. Students enjoyed learning new skills, playing non-contact AFL games.  

 

Starting next Thursday 19 March, Auskick will be running a 4 week program on the MVAC Primary Oval from 3.15 to 

4.15pm.  All K- 6 students are invited and have received a flyer with relevant information on how to register  (play.afl/

auskick), but please feel free to contact me s.kennedy@mvac.nsw.edu.au should you have any further questions. 

 
Basketball 

If you can cast your mind back to last year, you may recall MVAC entered teams, for the very first time, into the local 

basketball competition at Saxby’s Stadium. Whilst they were eager, students definitely had a lot to learn. I’m so 

proud to say that these teams are not only going strong, but have taken every opportunity to improve themselves, 

and as a result are very successful in most games they play.  

 

I have had many questions regarding the new teams and a new comp. The Winter Comp will start at the beginning of 

Term 2. I will send out expressions of interest towards the end of Term 1. The Winter Comp will have new teams, 

new players and hopefully some new parents to help. Various age groups will play on various days which are yet to 

be advised by Taree Tornadoes.  

 

A big thank you to Mr Pritchard for his help this term, scoring each week. It certainly makes my job a lot easier. There 

will also be an opportunity for Stage 2 and Stage 3 students to play in MVAC basketball teams later in the year. Stay 

tuned.  

 

Cross Country 

On Friday 27 March MVAC will host the annual Cross Country running race.  A permission note will be sent home 

soon with relevant details and will need to be retuned by the due date so your student may participate. The following 

guideline times may help those parents and carers wanting to attend on the day. 

 

Time 
Kindergarten and Year 1 9.05am: Will move straight from morning lines under the COLA to the Senior  
Oval to start their race. 
Junior School 9.20am: Junior students are to roll call and then make their way to the Junior oval.  
SeniorSchool 11.20am: Students will move to the Senior oval and be assembled ready for racing. 
 
Primary Friday Sport. 
Students will participate in the following activities for Weeks 6 and 7 before Year 2- Year 6 start to focus on skill de-
velopment centred on the disciplines they will compete in at the MVAC Athletics Carnival in Term 2.  
 
K-2 Fundamental Movement Skills 
Year 3-6 Swimming at the YMCA 

mailto:S.kennedy@mvac.nsw.edu.au


 

 

During February Coco Solomon (Year 7) and Wil Hellstedt (Year 8) par-
ticipated in The Australian Classical Challenge at the Griffith Duncan The-
atre at The University of Newcastle. Wil performed as a finalist and Coco 
was most fortunate to have been chosen as the winner of the Junior Con-
temporary Challenge and runner up of the Junior Classical Challenge.  

More recently Zoe Hutchinson (Year 7) and Coco Sol-
omon competed in the Royal Academy of Dance Aus-
tralia Joan & Monica Halliday Awards. Both girls made 
it through to dance as semi-finalists and Zoe was 
awarded an honorable mention. Coco is now success-

fully through to the finals being held on Sunday 15 March.  Congratulations to all three students 
for their fantastic efforts, and we wish Coco all the best in her finals. 

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARD 

Congratulations to Year 7 student Isaac Wright who was a finalist for Junior Citizen of 
the Year 2020 in the Australia Day awards given out by the Harrington-Crowdy Head 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Tourism.  

U12’s AUSTRALIAN FUTSAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Congratulations to Will Thomas and Ziggy North who have recently competed in the U12’s 

Australian Futsal Championships in Sydney.  Both boys have also been selected to tour 

overseas later in the year with Will going to Italy and Ziggy to New Zealand. 
 

The team also won the Summer Cup which was played at Port Macquarie. Ziggy was 
named Player of the Tournament which was judged by the referees.   

Pink Cricket 
On Thursday 9 April, K-6 students will participate in an afternoon of cricket to celebrate the end of term. Given how 
fortunate we all are on a daily basis and that many of our families have been touched by Cancer, MVAC has decided 
to make this an afternoon of PINK cricket and donate funds raised to the McGrath Foundation. Students are asked to 
wear pink on the day and any donations would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Over the remaining weeks of this term, we have: 
Senior students competing in the Bill Turner Cup (soccer) 
Junior and Senior students participating in the local Netball Cup  
Senior netball students contesting the Fast Five Netball 
Junior boys and girls participating in The Buderus 7’s Development Gala Day 
 
Best of luck and fun to everyone.  
 

Mrs Sonia Kennedy, Teacher in Charge of Sport K-12 

A huge congratulations to Brooke Hosgood for her achievements at the 

Port Macquarie running festival over the weekend.  Brooke not only won 

her Age Division in the 5km run (or should I say sprint in Brookes case) 

but was the first female across the line in a time of 19.54mins. Well done 

Brooke. 



 

 

Several years ago, I sat down with Mr Anderson and we decided to formalise our House names. Stingrays became 

O’Reilly, Sharks became Parker and Dolphins became Hawkins. The College had arrived at a point where we need-

ed to add our own sense of history. After thorough research, Mr Anderson came up with a short list of five notable 

people who had made contributions in and around our local parishes. With such an influx or new students, it’s proba-

bly a good time to revisit who each person is and their contributions to the Manning and greater region.  

Parker House 

Ann Mary Parker was the first teacher at the Anglican School in the Manning Valley. Ann 

Mary Parker operated The Church of England Denominational School as a teacher, during 

the 1850’s. She was the daughter of the Rev. John Cross of St Thomas’s Church of Eng-

land, Port Macquarie. Cross was one of three members of the Local School Board of the 

Taree School as well as his curate at St Thomas’s. 

 

O’Reilly House 

The Rev Thomas O’Reilly, appointed a curate at Port Macquarie soon after his ordination, 

was assigned the task of visiting the Anglicans of the Manning on a quarterly basis. He visit-

ed quarterly for about 12 years – from the late 1840’s to the beginning of 1860. He performed 

many of the Anglican baptisms and marriages on the Manning during that period. In 1858, 

during his time, work began on the building of St John’s Taree. 

 

Hawkins House 

Rev William Clarkson Hawkins was the first Anglican clergyman to be appointed as rector on 

the Manning. He took up duties in May 1860 at the age of 26. His headquarters were in Ta-

ree and his charge was 2,500 square miles. The Rev Hawkins’ weekly round of work for the 

parish was arduous, time consuming, and involved a great deal of travel by horse and by 

rowing boat. 

Mr Eamonn Lawless, Head of Senior School  

HRIS SECONDARY SWIMMING: On Wednesday 11 March the College sent 26 students to the HRIS  Second-
ary Swimming Championships in Lambton. All competitors tried hard all day and the spirit in the team was excellent. 
The team finished in a very gallant 6

th
 place and 3

rd
 on adjusted percentage points.  

 

Top 3 places: 
River Thompson: 1

st
 13 Boys 50m Backstroke  

Luke Anderson: 3
rd

 16 Boys 50m Backstroke 
Nathaniel Deas: 1

st
 15 Boys 100m Freestyle, 2

nd
 15 Boys 50m Breaststroke, 2

nd
 15 Boys 50m Backstroke, 3

rd
 15 

Boys 50m Freestyle 
Tom Kladis: 2

nd
 16 Boys 50m Breaststroke, 2

nd
 15 Boys 50m Backstroke, 3

rd
 15 Boys 100m Freestyle 

Rian Watkins: 3
rd

12 Years Boys 50m Backstroke 
Trenton Jones: 1

st
 13 Boys 50m Freestyle, 1

st
 13 Boys 100m Freestyle, 1

st
 13 Boys 50m Butterfly, 2

nd
 14 and Under 

200m Freestyle, 3
rd

 14 and Under 200m IM 
Relay  
2

nd
: 14 and Under Boys Medley: River Thompson, Ziggy North, Trenton Jones and Logan Naylor 

1
st
: 15-16 Boys Freestyle: Luke Anderson, Tom Kladis, Nathaniel Deas 

and Zachariah Phillips  
1

st
: 15-16 Boys Medley: Luke Anderson, Tom Kladis, Nathaniel Deas 

and Zachariah Phillips  
 

Runner Up Age Champions: 13 Boys Trenton Jones 
Runner Up Age Group Champions: 13 Boys and 16 Boys 
 

Well done to all our swimmers and thank you to all the parents who 
were in attendance supporting our team. 



 

 

Monday Chapel 

Week 5 began with a beautiful Chapel service, enriched by the beautiful performance of The Power of Your Love 

by Lara Cox, Jake Martin, Evie Wilson and Isaac Wright from Year 7. These students willingly shared their musical 

gift with our school community and generously gave of their time to prepare this. Thank you. 

The Year 9/10 Elective Music class engaged the audience with their awesome performance of Dance Monkey. This 

item demonstrated great collaboration between the students and was fantastic. Well done! 

Thank you also to our wonderful vocalists who willingly shared their musical 
gifts with our school community last Monday at Chapel. They sang, Shine 
your Light, truly demonstrating the message of the song.  
Year 7 - Isaac Wright & Penelope Palmer 
Year 8 - Kalin Woods & Arabella Randle 
Year 9 - Harmony Bean, Annika Doolan & Jessie McLeod 
Year 11 - Matthew Pienaar & Aidan Watson 
 
Special thanks to Mr Saunders for his outstanding accompaniment.   

MVAC Instrumental Ensemble 
The Instrumental Ensemble is in  full ‘swing’, rehearsing each Tuesday during Lunch in C6.  
New members are welcome from the whole school. 

   
The Junior Vocal Ensemble had its debut rehearsal on Tuesday. C6 was filled with many amazing young voices. It 

is very exciting. This group will regularly rehearse each Tuesday from 2.30-3.00pm in C6. It is open to students in 

Years 3-6. 

Our Senior Vocal Ensemble has met twice, but in that time has managed to produce some wonderful sounds. This 

is open to students in the Senior School. We meet each Monday during Lunch in C5. All are welcome. 

Year 7 Keyboard 
Year 7 students have recently started playing the keyboard. Our newly established keyboard lab allows the stu-
dents to work in an environment of self-directed learning towards achieving a set goal.  
 
There are still some vacancies available for clarinet, flute, violin, cello and guitar lessons. Please see Mr Saunders 

or Mrs Brown for further information. 

Viva la Musica, 

Mr Saunders and Mrs Brown, Music Teachers 

Night of Notable Young Activists from Around the World 

Save the date: Wednesday 25th March 2020 -  5:30pm to 6:30pm 

The 54 Carpe Diem students from Years 3 - 10 will be presenting informative displays about notable young activists 

from around the world on Wednesday 25  March, commencing at 5:30pm in the MVAC Hall. You will learn about 

this diverse group of notable young people, and the causes they are promoting, during MVAC’s 5
th
 annual Night of 

Notables. You will also learn about the 23 ideas our students in Years 3, 4 and 5 would like to see happen around 

our school and local community. 

All students in the Carpe Diem classes are required to present at this year’s 

Night of Notables. MVAC families and friends are invited to attend and learn 

about the social and environmental issues these young people are endeavour-

ing to bring to the world’s attention, without you having to attend a march, 

strike or rally!  

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 

 



 

 

To promote reading across Kindergarten to Year 8, the library is promoting the state -wide NSW Premier's Read-
ing Challenge in these Year groups. It runs from March until the end of August. Students who successfully com-
plete the 2020 PRC Challenge, will receive a certificate from the PRC team, which will be awarded in Term 4.  

K-2 students will be completing the Challenge during their library classes. Mrs Stonehouse will read the 
books to our students so they can complete the PRC Challenge at school.   

For students in Years 3-8 they need to read  for themselves 20 books, 15 of these books must be on the Chal-
lenge booklists and 5 books can be their own free choice. They must read titles for the Challenge of their year 
group or the year group above. For the Challenge booklists, please visit:   https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/
booklist/home.html 

All MVAC students in Years 3 – 8 are registered and eligible to participate in the PRC Challenge. They can begin 
their reading now. Our Teacher Librarian, Mrs Palmer, is entering and uploading their reading records . Full de-
tails of book titles and authors read by students are to be emailed to her by 3pm on Friday 28 August 2020 at 
l.palmer@mvac.nsw.edu.au. Alternatively, they can fill in a paper reading log, that can be collected from the li-
brary and returned to Mrs. Palmer. 

Letters regarding the Challenge were sent home last week and are available to access through Skoolbag. If you 
have any questions regarding the Challenge, please do not hesitate to contact us in the library.  

Mrs Lisa Palmer Teacher Librarian & Mrs Colleen Stonehouse Librarian  

Our Year 10 Science and Year 12 Biology students spent a fascinating double period with Mr Bruce Hopper from 
the Community Health Department last week. Bruce is a Genetics Counsellor and he presented a most illuminating 
talk about Genetics and his role as a counsellor. We were extremely grateful to Bruce for giving up his valuable 
time in order to come and talk to our students. 

Mrs Sally Martin, Science Teacher  

FLEXISCHOOLS - CHANGE OF TIME FOR ORDERING 

The Canteen has advised that when ordering your child’s lunch on Flexischools that the closing time for ordering on 

Friday’s is now 9.00am.   The closing time for Monday - Thursday will remain at 9.30am. 

https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/booklist/home.html
mailto:l.palmer@mvac.nsw.edu.au


 

 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Friday 6 March was the International Women’s World of Prayer and ecumenical services were hosted in thousands 
of communities across the world.  The Old Bar Anglican congregation hosted the 7pm service, part of which was ably 
lead by Leilani Bussey, Annika Doolan, Bella Kington and Makayla Saunders.  Our students conducted themselves 
with great dignity and grace and were lauded and appreciated by all of the congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Bishop Charlie Murry will administer the sacrament of Confirmation at Saint John’s Anglican Church in Taree at 9am 
on Easter Day. For those who missed out last year due to the bush fires and for those who have matured in their 
Christian Faith since then and would like to take this important step in following the Lord Jesus Christ, now is the 
time to contact Father Peter on 0451 677 701 or speak with Mr Anderson. 
  
10am FAMILY SERVICE @ FORSTER 
Saint Alban’s Anglican Church in St Alban’s Close Forster hosts a family & children’s service every Sunday com-
mencing at 10am. It is a worship service that is especially appropriate for families with young children and teenagers. 
Contact Reverend James on 0411 335 087 or Reverend Mark on 0425 265 547 for more information or speak with 
Mr Anderson. 
  
YOUTH GROUP & YOUTH CHURCH @ WINGHAM 
Youth group takes place from 3:45pm-5:15pm every Friday at Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church in Bent Street Wing-
ham and is followed by the 5:30pm family & children’s service called Faith & Fellowship @5:30. Contact Reverend 
Brain on 0481 099 640 for more information or speak to Mr Anderson 
  
 4:30pm “SUNDAY ARVO MASS” @ TAREE 
Saint John’s Anglican Church in Victoria Street Taree has introduced an informal Eucharist or Mass for those who 
are unable to attend the 8am Sunday Eucharist. So if sleeping in on Sunday morning is your thing why not come 
along to the 4:30pm Mass at Saint John’s on Sunday afternoons? This relaxed informal weekly “Sunday arvo” Eu-
charist replaces the monthly Blue Cross Connect service. For more information, contact Father Peter on 0451 677 
701 or speak to Mr Anderson. 
  
USED POSTAGE STAMPS 
Donations of used postage stamps are gratefully accepted by Mr Anderson who sends them to the Anglican Board of 
Mission, (ABM). ABM in turn uses them to raise funds to help carry out relief and development work in nations across 
the Global South. More info about the Anglican Board of Mission can be found at https://www.abmission.org/ 
  
THE SEASON OF LENT 
This season began on Ash Wednesday and is the 40-day period countdown to celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
at Easter. If you haven’t already begun special devotions for yourself or your family yet, you may find these re-
sources produced by the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle especially helpful on your Lenten journey.  
https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Diocesan-Lenten-Study-2020.pdf 
 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

https://www.abmission.org/
https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Diocesan-Lenten-Study-2020.pdf

