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If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 

John 14:23 

Important Dates 
 

4 February                            Year 7 Information Evening 

7 February                              Swimming Carnival 

8 February                               Onstage Drama Excursion 

12-14 February                                       Year 7 & 8 Camp 

14 February                                Year 12 Careers Market 

17-20 February                                   Life Education Visit 

19 February                                                 P & F Meeting 

9 March          Year 11 & 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

11 March                       HRIS Swimming Championships 

16-19 March                                         Year 9 & 10 Camp 

19 March                                        Year 7 Immunisations 

23 March           K - Year 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

25 March                         Carpe Diem  Night of Notables 

26 March                          CIS Swimming Championships 

27 March                                                      Cross Country 

31 March           K - Year 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews 

9 April                                                    Term 1 Concludes 

28 April                                               Term 2 Commences 

Welcome Back to the New Year   

There was much excitement this week with almost 70 

new students starting at MVAC.  Next week our first Pre-

Kindergarten (Prep) class will start with 23 four year olds.  

Our new eco-classrooms are up and running, though the 

playground is still under construction.  I am hoping it will 

be usable after next week.  Father Peter Tinney from St 

John’s Anglican Church blessed each of the new class-

rooms yesterday and had a special blessing for Kinder-

garten. 

 

Our theme for the term in assemblies will be “It’s time to 

build!” as we physically commence building our new Sen-

ior classroom block in Term 2, we will focus on building 

perseverance, resilience and courage in our students. 

The swimming carnival is next Friday 7 February and I 

invite all parents to join us should you have time.  Our 

first assembly, to which families are also welcome to join 

us, is on 10 February. 

 

Rehearsals are under way for our school musical, Peter 

Pan, which will be performed early Term 3. 

 

New Staff 

We have some incredibly competent staff joining us this 

year. They are: 

Mr Marcus Walker Year 5   

Mr Adam Eady TAS 

Mrs Vanessa Croker HSIE      

Mr Mark O’Connor Mathematics 

Mrs Carmel Brown Music   

Mrs Leanne Budden  & Mrs Rachel Gill Teachers’ Aides 

Mrs Jen Watkins Head of Humanities    

Mrs Bronwyn Wesley Head of STEM 

Ms Abra Hickson Term 1 Year 5 

 

I am sure you will see the energy and excitement these 

new staff members bring to our school. 

 

Arrival and Departure Time  

A reminder that there is no supervision of students un-

til 8.15am so please do not drop them off before this 

time.  Your child will need to be picked up by 4pm.  

After 3.10pm Prep to Year 3 students will wait for par-

ents in the Library, Year 4-6 will be supervised under 

the Junior COLA and 7-12 will wait under the Senior 

COLA.   

 

Have a great year! 

Mrs Sandra Langford, Principal 



 

 

Welcome to what is sure to be another wonderful year in the Junior School at MVAC. 

This week we have welcomed a number of new staff, students and their families who have 
become members of the College community. In the Junior School, as is the case across the 
College, growth has been quite considerable, and it is pleasing to see just how well our new 
staff and students have settled in. This week I have enjoyed meeting many of our new stu-
dents working diligently in their classrooms and engaging in a range of activities in the play-
ground. 

Our four new classrooms, which are housing our Year 1 to Year 4 
classes, are up and running, and are certainly a welcome addition to 
the Junior School this year. While there is still some landscaping and 
playground work to be done around the building, it is hoped that 
these areas will be completed in the near future. 

Next week, you will receive an email from your child’s classroom teacher outlining curriculum 
and organisational matters relating to their class. The email will also contain general infor-
mation that applies across the Junior School, including our expectations in such areas as 
uniforms, student absences, and the use of mobile phones and other devices. Please use 
this email as a reference during the year as a reminder of the procedures and expectations 
of your child’s classroom teacher, and the Junior School as a whole. 

This year at MVAC, there are a number of students who have been diagnosed as being anaphylactic and are par-
ticularly susceptible to suffering a severe reaction, especially from nuts, egg, milk and bee stings. With a number of 
these students being quite young, the assistance of the school community is needed to help them avoid the food-
stuffs likely to trigger an allergic reaction - even a small amount of peanut butter, egg and the like transferred from a 
friend’s fingers onto their own may be ingested and cause a reaction. Some students are also susceptible to an 
airborne reaction which is clearly a serious one to endeavour to manage. The cooperation of parents and carers is 
sought in being mindful when sending your children to school with products containing the above-mentioned food-
stuffs. In the Junior School, our focus is on supporting students with anaphylaxis through awareness and minimisa-
tion. Our aim is not to ban these foodstuffs from the College but rather to develop an educated and respon-
sible attitude towards their management and consumption. All Primary staff are in the process of undertaking theo-
retical and practical Anaphylaxis training in order to better support these students. 

The first Junior School Chapel and Assembly for the year will take place in the College Hall on Monday 10 February 
– commencing at 9:10am. Our Chapels and Assemblies are held on a fortnightly basis (Mondays of Week A), and 
provide the College community with the opportunity to come together to worship, and to celebrate the achieve-
ments of our wonderful students. I look forward to seeing you there! 

Mr Neil MacAulay, Head of Junior School 



 

 

Hello and welcome to another year of sport. 

 

A huge congratulations to our new 2020 House Captains! I know they will ‘hip, hip hooray’ our students to some rec-

ord- breaking fun times and achievements. 

 

            Junior School House Captains                                          Senior School House Captains 

            Parker – Carter Doessel and Maddison Laws                      Callum Jones and Hayley Woods                                                                                                

            O’Reilly- Lucas De Grey Birch and Chloe Taylor             Jack Martin and Ben Prior  

            Hawkins- Dallas Rogers and Ben Matuszny                     Shaelee Mobbs and Carissa Sowter  

 

We have a jam packed year with plenty of opportunity for all students to not only try and learn new sports and skills 

but compete at representative levels should this be their forte. MVAC offers a variety of representative level sports 

that selected students have the option to participate in throughout the year.  

 

Nominations for respective sports will be placed in the newsletter and on Skoolbag. You will then need to reply and 

register your interest at your earliest convenience.  Expressing interest does not mean your student will automatically 

be placed in a team or compete as there is due process to qualify and represent at certain levels. However, your 

prompt response will help to ensure, that should your student qualify, they do not miss out.  

 

To get the sporting blood pumping, sports on the horizon include; 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A major event on the calendar is our MVAC Swimming Championships to be held on Friday 7 February. Please en-

sure you have completed the permission note on Skoolbag and returned the lunch order form and payment by the 

due date. These have previously been emailed. Correct money and order form must be in a sealed envelope.  It is 

asked you return these forms at your earliest convenience before the due date to prevent disappointment.  With 

many new faces I thought I’d give a quick run-down on how the day will run.  

 

Morning: 

Both Senior and Junior School will follow normal morning proceeding when the bell goes. Junior School -  Line up as 

per normal under the COLA.  Senior School - Pastoral care groups. 

 

We will offer a prayer of thanks for the beautiful and perfect weather that the day will provide for us. 

Junior School:  Students will remain under the COLA to have their roles marked  by their teacher before heading to 

board buses to travel to the YMCA Aquatic Centre. 

Senior School:  Students will have their names marked off in their pastoral care groups before boarding buses. 

 

At the pool 

Once students arrive at the pool.  

Students Year 2 - 10 will be settled into their House groups. 

Kindergarten and Year 1 will stay with their teachers and enjoy water play in the indoor pool. They will return to 

school at 11.30am. 

Junior School Senior School 

Swimming Swimming 

Boys Football Open Basketball 

Netball Open Tennis 

Cross Country Open Girls Hockey 

Basketball HRIS Opens and 15’s Netball Trials 

Athletics HRIS Football. Opens 15 girls/ 16 boys 

Tennis HRIS Opens and 15’s Touch Football 

Golf HRIS Opens Boys Football 

Touch Football Cross Country Running 



 

 

Travelling directly to the pool 

If students travel directly to the pool: 

Junior School will need to find their teacher and have their name marked off the role. 

Senior School will need to go directly to the recording tent to have their name marked from their respective role. 

Once the first event has been called, Junior School roles will be collected and taken to the recording tent; therefore, 

if you arrive after the first event has been announced you will need to come and have your name marked off from 

the recording tent. 

 

End of the day 

There will be an announcement for those parents and carers leaving early to go and have their students ’ names 

marked off the role.  Students will then be asked to regroup into their classes with their teachers to have their 

names recorded before boarding buses to return to MVAC where they will arrive in time to catch normal school 

buses home. 

 

Sport Term 1 Primary 

A reminder that starting Week 3, students from Year 3 to Year 6 will be travelling to the pool for swimming develop-

ment and will need to remember their swimming gear. Notes will be sent out soon after swimming carnival notes 

have been organised.  

Sonia Kennedy, Teacher in Charge of Sport K-12 

Internal Sport News Year 7-10 
 
Greetings to all students and their families.  
 
The Internal Weekly Sport groups for Years 7 to 10 will commence Week 4 Term 1 on Friday 21 February. Students 
will select an activity of their own choice. Students will be notified of their selections soon after via the lists on the 
Sport’s notice board. It is a requirement that students attend their chosen sport every week for the designated term. 
No changes are permitted.      
 
All students must have the correct equipment to participate in their chosen sport each week. I would like to remind 
parents and students that the correct uniform is to be worn each sport day. The correct uniform is the school sport 
shirt, school sport shorts, white school socks and joggers (street shoes or slip on shoes are not appropriate for 
sporting activities as they do not provide enough support). If your child is having issues with uniform, please write a 
note or place a message in the child’s diary explaining the issue.  
 

Mr Luke Rowe, Teacher in Charge Internal Sport 7-10 

On Wednesday 12 February, Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 
Music students will attend Bravissimo, at the Glass-
house in Port Macquarie. Bravissimo is a showcase 
of the best HSC Music 1 and Music 2 performances 
from our region, including Armidale, Gloucester, 
Coffs Harbour and the Manning and Great Lakes. 

The concert is always amazing and provides a realistic platform for our upcom-
ing Music students.  
 
Manning Valley Anglican College Vocal Group and Junior Choir 
Over the coming weeks, Mr Saunders and Mrs Brown will be meeting with stu-
dents who are interested in forming a vocal ensemble. Our voice is the most 
natural instrument and one that requires no experience, just enthusiasm.  
 
Private Music Lessons 
Private music lessons are also available at the College. Please see Skoolbag 
for a list of experienced music tutors. A letter will also be emailed to parents with relevant information. If you are 
interested in your child participating in a private music lesson at the College, please contact the appropriate tutor  
to arrange your lesson. Private music lessons are an additional cost and paid directly to the tutor. 
 
Viva la Musica! 

Mr Todd Saunders and Mrs Carmel Brown, Music Teachers 



 

 

A warm welcome back to school and  an extra special welcome to our many new students.  

On Thursday morning our school community was delighted to have Father Peter Tinney, the Rector ( i.e. parish 
priest) of the Anglican Parish of  Taree, come and bless all of our Primary School students and their teachers and 
classrooms. 

Friday afternoon youth group has started back from 3:30-5:15pm at Saint Matthew's Anglican Church in Wingham 
and all students in Year 5 and above are welcome to attend.  Youth group is followed by a brief church service which 
starts at 5:30pm. 

God bless. 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 



 

 

Welcome to Library @ MVAC. 

I am delighted to be taking on the role this year as Teacher Librarian.  My name is Mrs 
Lisa Palmer and I, together with Mrs Colleen Stonehouse, will be working together to 
champion literacy and learning throughout the entire College, expanding the role of the 
library as we grow as a College. 

I am a qualified Teacher Librarian and this year will split my time between teaching 
English in the Senior School and the library. 

Mrs Stonehouse and I are passionate about reading and believe, like Dr Seuss, that  

‘The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you'll go.’ 

Reading does so much: it stimulates the imagination and concentration, it builds resili-
ence by giving our children strategies to deal with new experiences and establishes 
relationships, especially when one reads to another. But more importantly, as our Col-
lege seeks to enhance our students’ literacy, the evidence speaks for itself: those who 
read regularly, will develop a comprehensive vocabulary for life-long learning.  Put 
simply, those who read will succeed! 

To promote reading this year, Mrs Stonehouse will have weekly library lessons with Prep to Year 6. We are encour-
aging all Junior School to participate in and complete the Premiers Reading Challenge. This will be covered in K to 
Year 2 library classes and encouraged across Years 3 to 6. We really appreciate your support as you partner with us 
to encourage your child’s reading. 

My role will include developing key research skills in Years 5 and 6 to enhance stu-
dents’ critical thinking and learning as they transition into Senior School, utilising our 
subscriptions to World Book Encyclopedia and ClickView. In the Senior School I will be 
involved in developing print and digital resources to enhance learning and study skills 
across Years 7 - 12. This will involve expanding the online learning opportunities that 
were established last year in the Meeting Place. We look forward to creating a dynamic 
and engaging reading culture with you in 2020. 

Mrs Lisa Palmer, Teacher Librarian & Mrs Colleen Stonehouse, Librarian 

Overdue Library Books and Textbooks 

Just a reminder that 2019 library books and textbooks are now overdue and need to be  
returned to the library. 

Mrs Stonehouse will start sending out overdue notices during Week 2. 

Thank you for your support. 

Mrs Stonehouse and Mrs Palmer 

Welcome back to the new year and all things Agriculture. Next Tuesday 4
 
 February, at 4pm we will holding a short 

meeting for any parents or friends who are interested in helping and being part of setting up our Cattle operations. 
We will be meeting under the large tree at the back of the carpark at the end of the roundabout.  

If you would like to be part of the discussion please email me at e.fell@mvac.nsw.edu.au and let me know that you’re 
coming along. 

Mrs Elizabeth Fell, Agriculture Teacher 

mailto:e.fell@mvac.nsw.edu.au


DAY ACTIVITY TIME LOCATION TEACHER

BOOKING REQUIRED Email the 

teacher

MONDAY Senior School Animal Care 8.30am to 9.00am E1 Mrs Fell

Junior and Senior School Chess Club Lunchtime D6 Mr Sanders

Senior School Vocal Ensemble Lunchtime Music Room Mrs Brown

Senior School Vcoding Club Lunchtime D3 Mrs Randall

Senior School Band Lunchtime Music Room Mr Saunders

TUESDAY Junior School Reading Group 8.20am P1-3 Mrs Sanders

Junior and Senior School Chess Club Lunchtime D6 Mr Sanders

Year 7/8 Girls Touch Football Lunchtime Senior School Oval Mrs Wheeler

Instrumental Ensemble Lunchtime Music Room Mrs Brown

Junior School Rugby League/Rugby Union Skills Lunchtime Junior School Oval Mr Walker

Senior School Band Lunchtime Music Room Mr Saunders

Junior School Indoor Games Lunchtime Miss Geerts Room Miss Geerts

Junior School Vocal Ensemble Held during Period 5 Music Room Mrs Brown

WEDNESDAY Junior and Senior School Chess Club Lunchtime D6 Mr Sanders

Senior School Art Classes - Drawing Lunchtime P2-3 Mrs Bean

Senior School Band Lunchtime Music Room Mr Saunders

Senior School HSC Mathematics Study After School D4 Mr Baber

THURSDAY Year 10 Science Study Lunchtime E2 Mrs Martin

Senior School Girls Drop In Lunchtime E3 Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Wilson

Senior School Band Lunchtime Music Room Mr Saunders

FRIDAY Year 12 Breakfast Club 8.30am to 9.00am C1 Mr Ferguson

Junior School Coding Club 8.30am to 9.00am Mrs Godwins Room Mr Godwin and Mr MacAulay

Year7/8 Netball Training Lunchtime Primary Courst Mrs Wheeler

Youth Group - Upper Primary and Secondary 3.30pm to 5.30pm Hall Mr Anderson and Rev Brian Ford

Faith and Fellowship at 5.30 5.30pm to 6.15pm St Matthews Wingham Mr Anderson,  Mrs Palmer, Mr Jones Students and Families

WEEKENDS Blue Cross Connect 3rd Sunday of the Month St Johns Taree Mr Anderson, Mrs Brown and Mrs Bean Students and Families
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