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From the Principal - Mrs Sandra Langford 

Term 1 has passed by in such a rush that it is hard to believe 
we are already one quarter of the way through the school year. 
This term has been filled with opportunities for students to 
showcase their talents and it has been a pleasure to witness 
their many triumphs over the past ten weeks. 

It was my great joy to attend the Night of Notable Inventors last 
week and see the many fabulous projects on display. Our      
Primary students presented a vast range of innovative            
prototypes they themselves had invented, while our Secondary 
students embodied notable inventors of both distant and recent 
history. Both presenting your ideas or performing for a crowd are 
daunting prospects and the students’ success shows just how 
much work went into each project on display. 

Term 1 is always filled with sporting activities too, and I have 
enjoyed watching our young athletes continue to grow and     
develop. Our Swimming Carnival was a highlight of the term and 
I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate Nathanial   
Deas on his swimming success, having competed as part of the 
HRIS team at CIS a few weeks ago.  Congratulations also to Kai 
McNeil and Scott Walker, who have represented MVAC as part 
of the HRIS Football team this term. It is my great pleasure to 
announce that Scott was also selected to play for Combined   
Independent Schools and will represent MVAC in August as the 
only player from a regional independent school. He is one of 
only a handful of Hunter Region students to have ever reached 
this level in Primary Football. Well done Scott! 

We also celebrated the many great and small achievements of 
our students at the Term 1 Awards Assembly. A big thank you to 
the parents who came along in support and congratulations to 
our deserving award recipients. 

Our Cross Country has now been rained out twice in the past     
fortnight and will be held early in Term 2. I will be praying for a 
break in the rain in the hopes that our grounds will dry out over 
the holidays. 

I wish you all a very happy and holy Easter break and look      
forward to seeing students return after ANZAC Day. 

Important Dates 

7 April          Easter Hat Parade               
           Term 1 Ends 

25 April          ANZAC Day March 

26 April        Term 2 Begins 
         ANZAC Day Service 

27 April        MVAC Cross Country 

28 April - 23 June            Years 3 / 4 Swim 
       School (Fridays only) 

3 May    Mothers’ Day Breakfast 

4 May         HRIS Cross Country 

9 - 11 May   NAPLAN Examinations 

16 May        School Photographs 

17 May        P & F Meeting 

19 May            MVAC Secondary 
         Athletics 

23 - 26 May             Secondary Half-Yearly 
            Exams 

26 May       MVAC Primary 
         Athletics 



Chaplain’s Report 

Monday morning saw the primary and secondary schools come together as one College family to celebrate a special 
service of Holy Communion / Eucharist in anticipation of Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 

The Eucharist was presided over by Archdeacon Sonia Roulston. 

In the Anglican Church, an archdeacon is a senior priest / minister who helps the Bishop to serve the people and    
parishes of the diocese. 

Archdeacon Sonia is also the Chair of our College Council and it was a blessing that she was able to lead our       
College community in such a beautiful Eucharistic celebration.  

Archdeacon Sonia was ably assisted by the Reverend Brian Ford from Wingham Anglican Parish and Mrs Lauren 
Baker in the distribution of the sacrament of Holy Communion to the large congregation. Mr Andrew Diessel skillfully 
managed the technological aspect of the service. 

Recognition and warm thanks are extended also to Harmony Bean, Gregorio Roxas, Shifa Saeed and Harper 
Thompson who functioned as altar servers during the Eucharist and to Amber Billett, Faith Hauser, Charlotte Lloyd 
and Maddie West who conducted the Gospel reading and the Prayers of the People. 

Prayerful best wishes to all members of our College community for Holy Week and Easter as we celebrate, in the 
words of the Holy Communion service, that "Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again." 

Mr Greg Anderson, College Chaplain 

Manning Valley Anglican College 

Spring Fair 2017 

Manning Valley Anglican College will conduct a Spring Fair on Saturday 9th September. This 
event will take place on the College Grounds from 10am until 2pm.  

Throughout Term 2 and Term 3, students and parents will be asked to donate items to be 
sold at different stalls. We will also be looking for volunteers to assist on the day and         
students who may like to perform a musical, drama or dance item.  

If you have any ideas for stalls or activities, or you are able to assist on the day, please     
contact me at the College. 

Mr Andrew Diessel, Spring Fair Coordinator 



Primary Matters 

As the ‘Pieces of the puzzle’ fall into place for the end of 
Term 1, the past two weeks have been a whirlwind of    
activity both inside and outside the classroom. 

Last Wednesday, a number of Year 5 and 6 students took 
part in an AFL development day in Taree. Throughout the 
day the students were involved in a variety of skills      
sessions and competitive games. For a vast majority of 
the students it was an opportunity to play AFL for the first 
time, with many showing an interest in registering in the 
AFL after school program that will be taking place at the 
College on Tuesday afternoons during Term 2. 

Also on Wednesday, a selection of Primary Carpe Diem students ventured 
over to Bishop Tyrrell Place to impress the residents with their amazing    
inventions or went ‘in character’ as one of a variety of notable inventors. The 
visit was that evening followed up by what has surely grown to become one 
of the premier events on the MVAC calendar - The Night of Notables. I’m 
sure that anyone who had the pleasure of attending would agree that the 
students’ presentations were of the very highest standard. Thank you to Mr 
Peter Sanders who continues to ‘seize the day’ with this remarkable cohort 
of students. 

This week commenced with the College community coming together for a wonderful Easter Chapel Service on    
Monday which was followed on Tuesday by the highly-successful Primary End-of-Term Awards Assembly. While 
many people made significant contributions to ensuring these events were rousing successes, a big thank you must 
go to Mr Greg Anderson and Mr Andrew Jones, who both put a considerable amount of effort into ensuring these 
wonderful celebrations were so memorable.  

Yesterday, three Primary teams competed in the NSW Schools Netball Gala at the Taree Netball Courts. While the 
MVAC teams were all extremely competitive, it was the students’ spirit of participation and enthusiasm for             
representing their school that were the true winners on the day. I would like to thank Ms Geerts, Mrs Murray, and 
Miss Nuttall for not only coaching the teams on the day, but for all of the hard work and effort that has gone into    
preparing their players for the competition. In addition, I would like to thank Hayley Gill and Shaelee Mobbs who    
volunteered their umpiring services throughout the day. 

Today, the students in Years 5 and 6 will come together to engage in a variety of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) learning experiences that are designed to encourage them to develop their creative and 
critical thinking skills. Having the ability to think critically and work collaboratively on project-based tasks is becoming 
increasingly important as approaches to learning and the dynamics of modern workplaces change at a rapid pace. 
Today’s session, which is part of an initiative being led by Mr Andrew Diessel, will be subsequently followed by a 
number of STEM days for Primary students during Term 2. 

While I’m sure it will be mentioned elsewhere in the newsletter, well done to Scott Walker and Kai McNeil who     
competed at the NSW Combined Independent Schools (CIS) Football Gala in Sydney this week. As a result of his 
dominance on the day, Scott has been selected as the NSW CIS Goalkeeper, which is quite a remarkable       
achievement. These two boys have become a regular feature in the ‘Primary Matters’ column but certainly deserve 
to receive further recognition for their incredible achievements this week. 

Throughout the term I have focused on the numerous opportunities our students have to engage in at MVAC.   
Whether they are in academic, cultural or sporting pursuits, our students have an amazing array of experiences to 
immerse themselves in. I would like to sincerely thank all of the staff and helpers (parents, grandparents, and carers) 
who have contributed to the educational journeys of the Primary students throughout the term. The value that you 
add to the lives of our students is appreciated by so many and my gratitude can simply not be measured. 

Have a wonderful Easter break! 
Mr Neil MacAulay, Director of Primary 



The Night of Notable Inventors 

Congratulations to the 42 students from the Years 3 - 10 Carpe Diem Classes who participated in this year’s Night of 
Notable Inventors on Wednesday 29 March. It was a gala night with the College Hall packed with excited students 
and interested parents and family members.  

It was a night of firsts. The inventions created by the students in Years 3, 4 and 5 were all original, creative and a 
glimpse into what we might be using in the future. These inventions included: a luxury shower; a surfboard with a 
window; a lunchbox specially designed to keep food hot and cold; an app to check on elderly people and a device to 
assist people to undo and do up zips on the back of clothing; a way to keep sharks away when surfing; a cap to cool 
you down after exercise, a golf cart to give you the right golf club; an earth grabber which searched for precious    
minerals; a machine to fold your clothes; a snuggly place for your pet; a cape to keep you at just the right               
temperature; a food dispenser; a dolphin warning device; an alarm clock which wakes you up with a spray of water; a 
web-based homework hub; a chicken feeder; a wrist watch which is a medical alert device; spray to make your hair 
grow; a machine which makes images in fog; an APP to assist you with shopping; a hair spray and brush combined 
to save you time; and a way to make your lawns look perfect for all occasions. 

Understanding about the people who have made some of the great inventions which form part of our lives was the 
task set for students in Years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. The following inventors were studied and were personified during the 
Night of Notable Inventors: Cynthia Sin Nga Lam (clean energy and clean water); Evelyn Owen (machine gun); 
James Harrison (refrigeration); Fiona Wood (spray-on skin); David Warren (black box recorder); Ruth Wakefield 
(choc chip cookies); Mervyn Victor Richardson (victa lawnmower); Bill Gates (Microsoft); Ruth Handler (Barbie doll); 
Bette Nesmith Graham (whiteout); Jane Ni Dhulchaointigh (Sugru); Blake Ross (Firefox); James Nainsmith 
(basketball); Leonardo da Vinci (inventor & artist); Alexander Graham Bell (telephone); Joseph William Foster 
(running spikes); Hedy Lamarr (radio system); Tim Berners-Lee (World Wide Web); Elon Musk (Paypal, Tesla       
Motors). 

Thank you to the many staff, parents and family members who mingled with the “inventors”, asking them in-depth 
questions and admiring their work. There was certainly a buzz of excitement as some of the “inventors” were         
encouraged to patent their ideas, and even offers to purchase some of the inventions were made.  

To add to the presentation of their work, “inventors” visited Bishop Tyrrell Place, next door to MVAC, to share with 
some of the residents. Whilst walking up to someone unknown to them and explaining their invention or their inventor 
at Bishop Tyrrell Place took a lot of courage by the students, the rewards came in the interest and appreciation 
shown by the audience.  

Well done to all participants from the Carpe Diem classes:  

Harrison Walton; Chloe Lauder; Timothy Walker; Benjamin Inkson; Kenzo Roxas; Rhiannon Thompson; Brenden 
Watman; Brianna Wheeler; Nicholas Challacombe; Chelsea Harvey; Bella Kennedy; Harmony Bean; Zachary      
Challacombe; Nathanial Deas; Jasmine Demmery; Gregorio Roxas; Shifa Saeed; Cooper Walton; Jordan Brown; 
Abbie Doust; Alexandra Harvey; Nicholas Lampen; Alexander Langford; Sarah Randall; Jacqui Stevenson; Keeley 
Taylor; Harrison Thomas; Katie Tisdell; Kalin Woods; Lara Cox; ChenMei LimSchneider; Finlay Primmer; Rian     
Watkins; Lila Donovan; Bronte Eady; Lukas Lampen; Maddison Laws; Lani McNeil; Maddison Pettitt; Sukhmeen   
Sohal; Max Thompson. 

Mr Peter Sanders, Carpe Diem Teacher 





Sports News 

REPRESENTATIVE SWIMMING: Congratulations to Nathanial Deas who finished 22nd 
in the 12 Years Boys 50m Freestyle at the NSW CIS Swimming Championships held at 
SOPAC in Sydney. Nathanial performed well throughout the swimming season with great 
results at school, HRIS and CIS levels. Well done Nathanial. 

PRIMARY BOYS FOOTBALL: As reported in previous newsletters both Kai McNeil and 
Scott Walker were both selected in the HRIS Football Team that competed at the NSW 
CIS Gala on Monday in Sydney. Both boys played extremely well for HRIS against the 
other 7 CIS Associations. 

At the end of the day a ‘possibles and probables’ match determined those who would 
represent CIS at the NSW PSSA Gala in August. Scott was subsequently selected at 
the NSW CIS Goalkeeper. Scott is the only NSW Country player in the squad with all 
other team members in Sydney Schools. 

Well done Scott a fantastic achievement and we look forward to hearing of yours and 
CIS’s successes at the PSSA Gala. 

CROSS COUNTRY: The wet weather continues to cancel the College Cross Country. The new date will be      
Thursday, 27 April. Let’s hope the grounds dry out and we can compete. 

BILL TURNER CUP FOOTBALL: The College Under 15 Boys Football team were also looking forward to playing 
the first round of the Bill Turner Cup against Bulahdelah High. Unfortunately the wet weather has closed all local 
grounds. We are hoping this will take place on Friday, 28 April. 

ACHIEVEMENTS: At MVAC we like to celebrate in the achievements of our students. Some of these achievements 
happened in outside of school sports that we are not aware of. If you child is performing at a regional or over level 
we would like to celebrate with them. Please feel free to email me with the details. 

DATES FOR TERM 2 

 27 April  MVAC Cross Country 

 28 April  Bill Turner Cup Game against Bulahdelah High 

 1 May   HRIS Open Boys Football - Newcastle 

 4 May   HRIS Cross Country – Cooranbong 

 19 May  MVAC Secondary Athletics – Taree Rec Grounds 

 26 May  MVAC Primary Athletics – Taree Rec Grounds 

 1 June   AICES Cross Country – Blacktown 

 8 June  HRIS Secondary Netball Gala – Newcastle 

 13 June  HRIS 15 Boys Football Trials – Newcastle 

 15 June  NSW CIS Cross Country – Eastern Creek 

Mr Andrew Jones, K-12 Sports Co-ordinator 

Congratulations to our two Year 5 / 6 Netball teams. A truly fantastic effort at the Netball NSW Schools Cup 



Netball NSW Schools Cup 

Woke up and it’s raining again.  Netball will certainly be 
cancelled. 

Got to school. Starts bucketing down. Netball will         
definitely be cancelled. 

Was netball cancelled?  No. 

We got to the netball courts. Siren sounds for the first 
game.  Heavens open up again. 

Courts were wet. Squidgies were being used left, right 
and centre. 

But finally it stops. Out comes the sun. And with it came the energy, enthusiasm and liveliness of the Junior Team. 
Their spirits were high and they were on fire. Brayden Mateer and Ava Sharpe with their keen eyes were the     
shooters in the first game.  We drew against Taree Christian College. 

In the second game against Tuncurry we changed our team. This time William Thomas and Bridie Hooper were the 
shooters. They were amazing. The ball stayed in the attack zone for most of the game and we won with the other 
team not scoring even a point against us. 

We won all the games from here on. Patric Gray was a keen defender who never let the ball get past him. Trenton 
Jones used his height to knock the ball out of the opposition’s attack zone frequently. Ava Simnett was a star as    
centre player and took on the position of team captain for the day. Her sporting prowess and sportsmanship is a   
talent that stood out for the day. Bronte Eady and Rian Watkins worked brilliantly through the centre court to keep 
the ball moving to our attack zone. Oliver Somers somehow seemed to be a magnet for the ball and was brilliant in 
gaining turnovers. Bronson Waites was relentless in his pursuit of the ball, frequently putting his body on the line. 
Ava Sharpe and Chloe Taylor were able to read the play and position themselves brilliantly to accept passes. 

All in all we had a fantastic day.  Well done Year 3 and 4.  Your talents are amazing! 

Ms Yvonne Geerts, 3 / 4 Netball Coach 

 

Technology Training Directory 

Manning Valley Anglican College has arranged access for students to the Technology Training Directory - a product 
of The Computer School.  

This Directory is an expansive range of links to online 'How-To' Guides related to a broad range of software. 

Students can use these guides to help them accomplish specific tasks, or they can work through the range of guides 
on a program to improve their knowledge, understanding and skills.  

This module can be accessed by going to:  

http://www.thecomputerschool.net/smartcart/scart_skillsindex.php?logname=20003546&logtype=2 

 and entering the password: mvac2430 

Alternatively, you can go to: www.thecomputerschool.net  

1. Click the Sign-In Button (Top Right) 
2. Then, select from the drop down menu >> (TTD) Technology Training Directory, and enter: 
 Username: mvacit 

 Password: mvac2430 

Mr Andrew Diessel, Teacher in Charge -  IT & e-Learning 



Year 8 Science 

Year 8 Science students have been learning more about the human excretory system by dissecting a lambs kidney 
in order to investigate its structure and function. Students were required to draw labelled diagrams of the dissected 
kidney using their knowledge of body systems. 

Mrs Julie Carmichael, Science Teacher 

Kindergarten’s Joey Visit 

Kindergarten had a visit from local volunteer animal rescuer Wendy on Thursday of Week 9. Wendy takes care of       
abandoned or injured wildlife. She showed us a baby joey named Rollo and spoke about how to care for him.        
Kindergarten invited their buddies to join in their wildlife experience. Year 6 helped Kindy think of good questions to 
ask Wendy to learn more about Australian animals. 

Mrs Lauren Baker, Kindergarten Teacher 



ANZAC Day March 

ANZAC Day is considered to be Australia’s most significant day of national 
commemoration as we pause to remember and honour the service and     
sacrifice of Australia’s servicemen and women in wars, conflicts and peace 
operations. As is the tradition, our school will be joining the ANZAC Day 
March and Commemoration Ceremony on Tuesday, 25 April 2017 at Taree.        
Assembly for the parade will be at 9:30am at the front of Taree High School.  

After the march the Commemoration Service will commence in Fotheringham Park at the Memorial clock. Our       
College Captains will be laying a wreath during the service. Students marching behind the College Banner are asked 
to wear full school winter uniform, including hat.  

Mr Andrew Jones, Deputy Principal 

End-of-Term Awards Assembly 

Congratulations to those students who received awards at MVAC’s first End-of-Term Awards Assembly.              
Congratulations also to house Hawkins, who took out the Spirit Cup in the Primary School, and to O’Reilly, who were 
the winners in the Secondary School. 

We wish you a safe and happy holiday! 



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES: 2017 

Taree Anglican Parish 

April 10: 10am Holy Eucharist 
April 11: 10am Holy Eucharist 
April 12: 10am Holy Eucharist 
Maundy Thursday: 7pm Washing of Feet, Holy Communion, Stripping of the Altar 
Good Friday:  10am Solemn Reading of the Gospel, Reproaches, Veneration of the 
Cross, Holy Communion; 2pm Stations of the Cross 
Easter Day:  5.30am Paschal Liturgy (followed by breakfast in the Hall); 8am Sung 
Eucharist; 10am Holy Eucharist, Our Lady of Fatima Church Old Bar 

 

Wingham Anglican Parish 

April 9: 7.45am Holy Communion, St Luke’s Tinonee; 9.45am Holy Communion, St 
Matthew’s Wingham; 4pm Faith & Fellowship Contemporary Service, St 
Matthew’s Wingham 
Good Friday: 7.45am Holy Communion, St Luke’s Tinonee; 9.45am Holy 
Communion, St Matthew’s Wingham 
Easter Sunday: 7.45am Holy Communion, St Luke’s Tinonee; 9.45am Holy 
Communion, St Matthew’s Wingham; 1pm BYO Picnic Lunch, St Mark’s Marlee; 
2.30pm Holy Communion, St Mark’s Marlee 

 

Camden Haven Anglican Parish 

Good Friday: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Family Service 
Easter Sunday: 6am Sunrise service at North Brother Mountain lookout, followed 
by a BBQ breakfast; 8am Holy Communion; 10am Family service with Holy 
Communion; 6pm “Haven” service, an informal service concluding with a light 
meal 



Harrington/Coopernook Anglican Parish 

April 8: 5pm Church of the Epiphany Lansdowne 
April 9: 8am St Peter’s Harrington; 10.30am St Mark’s Mitchells Island; 4pm 
Harrington Community Church 
Maundy Thursday: 10am Holy Eucharist, St Mark’s Storm Village; 7.15pm 
Eucharist of the Last Supper & Washing Feet, St Peter’s Harrington 
Good Friday: 8am St Peter’s Harrington; 10.30am St Barnabas Upper Lansdowne; 
12.15pm Stations of the Cross, St Luke’s Coopernook; 2pm Stations of the Cross, 
St Peter’s Harrington 
Holy Saturday: 5.30pm Fun, Food & Faith Easter Gathering, St Peter’s Harrington; 
7pm Ecumenical Service, Lighting of the New Fire, Renewal of Baptismal Vows, 
First Eucharist of Easter, St Peter’s Harrington 
Easter Day: 8am Holy Communion St Peter’s Harrington; 10.30am Holy 
Communion St Mark’s Mitchells Island; 4pm Holy Communion Harrington 
Community Church 

 

Buladelah/Tea Gardens Anglican Parish 

April 9:  8am St Andrew’s Tea Gardens; 10.15am St John’s Bulahdelah; 1.30pm 
‘The Way of the Cross’ combined churches at Bulahdelah 
Good Friday: 8am St Andrew’s, Tea Gardens; 7pm St John’s, Bulahdelah 
Easter Day: 6am Holy Communion,  Hawks Nest Beach; 8am Holy Communion, St 
Andrew’s Tea Gardens; 10.15am Holy Communion, St John’s Bulahdelah 

 

                     


